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NEW Seort pti 


“World’s finest — underwater breathing equipment” 
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Come along for a thrilling adventure! Before submerging, we close the Air 
The underwater world is like a strange, Econo-Miser”. Leave it open when out 
new planet where you leisurely fly of water to conserve the air supply. !f you 


You have a new sense of freedom as you 
swim through beautiful underwater gar- 
dens. You'll find the Scot HYDRO-PAK 
the perfect answer for underwater spear- 
fishing, photography, salvage, exploration 
or marine repair work. 


The big 514” picture window safety glass 
lens of the HYDRO-PAK mask affords 
crystal clear vision. And you will like the 
HYDRO-PAK’s tough breathing hose. It’s 
safer because it is super strong and out of 
the way where it can’t be snagged. 


through a liquid atmosphere. Exotically 
beautiful plants of wondrous shapes and 
colors are everywhere to add to your 
pleasure. 


You'll be swimming in many different 
positions underwater. That's when you'll 
appreciate the famous Scott Demand Air 
Regulator. It is scientifically located on 
the mask for easiest possible breathing 
balance at any depth—in any position 
without constant flow. 


Back on the beach it’s easy to take the 
Scott Air Regulator apart for a quick 
cleaning and a necessary safety check. No 
tools are required. The regulator's metal 
parts are of stainless steel for the ultimate 
in corrosion-resistance and dependability. 


forget to turn it off when you submerge, 
escaping air bubbles act as a zentle 
reminder to close it; however, no water 
enters the mask. 


The wide-band harness and back plate fits 
snugly and comfortably in or out of 
water. Special adjustment and quick 
release devices insure perfect fit and safety. 
The Scott Air-Reserve device signals when 
14 of the air supply remains. A foo!proof 
reserve knob turns one way only, and with 
a distinct click. 
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SCOTT AVIATION COR 
8301 ERIE STREET LANCASTER, 


Only Scott offers nationwide sales, servitt 
and air recharging facilities 
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CRESSI Underwater Sports Equipment, manufactured 
exclusively in the Western hemisphere by HEALTHWAYS, is 


extremely grateful for the wonderful enthusiasm and 





wholehearted approval which has been accorded all the famous 





Cressi products! Cressi and Healthways dedicate themselves 





to continue to maintain the same high standards of 





quality, perfection and utility of design and will increasingly 





keep years ahead of the field in bringing you the newest 





and most efficient underwater sports products! 








HEALTHWAYS 
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MEETING 
COUNCIL OF DIVING CLUBS OF CALIFORNIA 


TUESDAY, DEC. 6th — 8:00 P.M. 
at the 


Compton Recreational Center 


123 North Rose Street, Compton, California 











DECEMBER COVER 


More realistic than an unobtainable photograph this month's 
painting by John Steel depicts a struggling lobster diver grap- 
pling with his catch many feet below the surface. Man against 
lobster in the lobster’s natural habitat will always be a struggle, 
in most cases the odds will be in favor of the undersea creature. 
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UNDERWATER LUMBERMAN — Gustav Dalla Valle while on 
vacation at Lake Tahoe. Nevada, discovers a large piece of red: 
wood and attempts to bring it home with him. Tahoe is very clear, 
usually very cold, and always very deep. — Photo by Renee Denis. 
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Here at Silver Springs, Florida, the experts choose the Northill Air-Lung 


Northill Air-Lung wins first choice for comfort. 
You couldn't find a better panel of *“SCUBA"’* judges than 
this hardworking team at Silver Springs, Florida — world 
headquarters for underwater showmanship. “We tried all 
types of equipment. All of us agreed on NORTHILL. And 
the same extra-comfort features that make our work so 
much easier will add extra fun to your underwater swim- 
ming. Breathes like a breeze!’ 

Comfort of harness and mouthpiece and, above ‘all, 
comfort of breathing prove the superiority of this superbly 
constructed unit. Advanced Northill design comes from 
the world’s leading maker of air pressure controls — the 
AiResearch division of Northill's parent company, the Gar- 
rett Corporation. AiResearch assigned its famous labora- 
tories and engineers to devise the finest lung possible. 
Here are some of its scientific improvements in design 
and construction: 


Better “working conditions” for this famous team! 


Safety features: A foolproof regulator valve, a depth- 
compensated reserve air valve and a quick release harness 
make the Northill Air-Lung the world’s safest unit. 





Shut-off mouthpiece valve: Design prevents flood- 
ing and removes the need for non-return valves. 


Ease of maintenance: The Air-Lung can be completely 
cleaned and put together again in ten minutes with only a 
screwdriver. No calibration is necessary. 


Designed by the world leader 
in air pressure controls 


Used and approved by the U.S. Navy. 


COPE HHH EEE EERE EEE EEE EEE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHE 


>: Northill Company, Inc. 


te xk FREE elaetaaltlasy 9851 South Sepulveda Boulevard, Los Angeles 45, Calif. 


Precision-built regulator: The regulator has the sim- 
plicity of a single stage unit, but its performance is superior 
to all other present-day regulators, two-stage or single. 
Breathes easier, any depth, any position — than any other 
unit. 

Rugged construction: Every part of the Northill Air- 
Lung is strong and durable — no flimsy components. 
*SCUBA: Self-Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus 


A subsidiary of THe CORPORATION 


| am interested in an underwater swimming unit. Please send me 
your free brochure on the AIR-LUNG. 


Name 
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CAPTAIN J. MUSCAT 


Sub Aqua Club. — Photo submitted by Gustav Dalla Valle. 





NEW DISPLAY and showrooms of Divers Supply in Newport 
Beach, California. This newly redecorated equipment palace will 
be under the able guidance of Edward Burns. Divers Supply, now 
a division of Waterwear, was formerly operated by E. R. Cross. 
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first place winner in three European 
spearfishing contests. The Captain took top honors in the Cressi 
Challenge Cup meet, the Malta Championship, and the Rolex 
Championships. All of these meets were organized by the Malta 





news briefs and jim crax ... 


editorial... 


ALL JAPAN SPEARFISHING CONTEST — Correspondent Ray 
Daly of the “Cuda’s ” skin diving club, a servicemen’s grup in 
Japan, announces intentions of the Armed Forces Far Eas: Com. 
mand forming an All Japan Spearfishing Contest. This move wil] 
be coordinated through the Special Services Officer at th. U, § 
Naval Air Station Atsugi and will be based on the same principle 
as the contests in the States. We think that an event such as this 
would create widespread interest in an activity that is «lready 
rapidly organizing throughout the Far East area. 


FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION — The Underwate: Skin. 
divers and Fishermen’s Association of Australasia are | olding 
their annual convention at Bermagui, New South Wales. from 
December 26 through January 5. In the program Dick C harles 
says, “This convention will be the biggest ever held in Av stralia 
and it has the ear marks of being the biggest ever held in the 
world. Bermagui is a small fishing village on the South Coast of 
N.S.W. where some of the finest coastal scenery in Australi is to 
be seen. It is also the home of the Big Game Anglers; whe: they 
fish for marlin and sharks, tuna and mackerel. and othe: large 
game fish. We will also make it famous; never in all my ‘ravels, 
which are quite considerable, have I ever seen such wonderful 
spearfishing territory; and not just a little bit of it, but miles 
of it, stretching on both sides of the town.” 


JOHN SWEENEY, author of the new underwater book. “Skin 
Diving and Exploring Underwater,” has accomplished another 
great subsea feat. Sweeney and diver-helpers discovered the re 


mains of the French Fleet that attempted to block the Loui-bour 
Harbor (Nova Scotia) in 1758. At the time of the discovery the 
water temperature was 51 degrees, pretty frosty. Five remains 
were found of former French vessels and one other “impre-sion,” 
as Sweeney tags the ships, which is presumed to be of a British 
warship sunk during the great battle. Besides the ships he found 
seven old cannon, two or three stubby mortars, pig iron ballast 
and 14 eannon balls, all encrusted with rust and heavily cor 
roded. The cannon balls were brought to the surface and trans 
ported to a museum. We will have more on this later. 


MOVING FROM ALASKA soon will be Ron McGhee. Ron ha 
an article in this issue about his diving adventures in the great 
Alaskan waters. He will be moving back to Manaco Resort on 
Camano Island in the Puget Sound, Washington area. Ron 
states that the San Juan Islands are a wonderful place to skin 
dive and invites divers to visit him there. 


DIVER BALKED ON BIG PROFIT — As was reported in this 
magazine several months ago, Max Gene Nohl contracted to 
the tune of $50,000 for work on the Dutch motor ship Prins 
Willem V sunk in the Milwaukee, Wisconsin harbor. Nobl 
obtained a contract with the army to remove navigation obstrue- 
tions. The contract also gave Nohl clear title to any salvage of 
ship or cargo. Upon clearing of the obstructions, a task that 
took 20 minutes, the army engineering corps refused payment on 
the job, stating that it would be a “disservice to the taxpayer” 
if full payment was made. 


LEE’S GOLD SWORD is sought by diver — Bob Marx is at it 
again. This time Marx, the discoverer of the “Monitor.” is prob- 
ing the remains of the Fannie and Jenny, a Civil War blockade 
runner. The sword is said to be made of gold and is jewel 
studded, it was a gift to General Robert E. Lee from his friends 
and Southern sympathizers in England. Salvage work is presently 
delayed because of North Carolina weather. The Fannie and 
Jenny went down in 1864. 


A DIVER’S CHRISTMAS — This season finds all of us with av 
other year of diving under our belts, we have welcomed sever 
thousand new underwater people to our ranks and expect many 
more next year. 1955 has been a very good year for diving. Ne¥ 
companies have been formed, new products have been made 
available, new areas have been found . . . just a good year 
around. Of course there have been some sour notes, but wh 
mention them. “The Skin Diver” editors would like to extend 
our sincere best wishes to you for this coming holiday ~eas0t 
Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and our very best for 
coming year. 
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letters to the Editor: 


This letter is in answer to that of Bob 
Degray of San Diego; since you failed to 
include his mailing address we are send- 
ing this direct to you in hopes that you 
will be good enough to print it and thus 
notifying Mr. Bob Degray that we will 
be more than happy to receive his regu- 
lator, repair it and return it free of charge 
with no strings attached, just to convince 
Mr. Degray that the owners and opera- 
tors of Diving equipment stores are not 
all classified “thieves” and operate under 
the narne of “Ali-Baba Caves.” 

We can understand Mr. Degray’s re- 
gntment at the “60 shekels” he put on 
the lin for a piece of fine diving equip- 
ment, but if he will cool his heels long 
moug!: to send us this piece of equip- 
ment, ve will guarantee to return it to 
him i: the perfect condition it should 
have been in when he purchased it. Div- 
ing equipment, we believe, is like any 
other product you buy; once in awhile 
you gt the certain “one” that needs ad- 
justmenit, a dealer who knows his mer- 
chandise and has more respect for his 
aston er’s life than his wallet should 
have checked this item before releasing 
itto his customer; having checked it and 
found it defective he (the dealer) should 
have cither repaired it properly himself 
or returned it to the manufacturer for 
replacement. We too have had regula- 
tors that required adjusting and once in 
agreat while a replacement of a certain 
part o a brand new unit, but we have 
aways had the manufacturer’s prompt 
and courteous service in making things 
right at no charge to the customer. As a 
mle, 2 minor adjustment can be made 
without returning to the point of manu- 
facture 

We sincerely think that Mr. Degray 
will be glad in the long run that he gave 
up his surplus rig in favor of a regulator 
that was made for underwater diving. 

We would like to have this regulator 
fom Mr. Degray and we will repair and 
return it the same day we receive it to 
Mr. Degray’s satisfaction, and we hope 
his good will. 

Bernie Heinle 

Mich. Diver’s Equip. 
688 Sandy Beach, 
Clark Lake, Michigan 


Dear Sir: 


Could any Skin Diver reader direct 
me to reports in medical or scientific liter- 
ature on research concerning the forma- 
tion of the anesthetic nitrous oxide under 
high pressure conditions and the possible 
existence of an enzyme substance for ni- 
ttogen similar to that for oxygen or car- 

n dioxide in the lung tissue. There are 
afew questions I’ve been asked along 
this line concerning Nitrogen Narcosis 
(Rapture of the Deep) and the answers 
awen't readily available. I'd appreciate 
assistance. Paul Cox, 265 E. 78th St., 
New York City 21. 


Very truly yours, 
Paul R. Cox. 
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Dear Editor: 

I am a complete skin diving addict 
attending the University of Oklahoma, of 
all places (for skin diving)!! I wish to 
start a club at school and would appreci- 
ate any help from you or your readers 
as to by-laws, constitution, etc. I will 
check with the Fish and Game Commis- 
sion concerning the legality of spearing 
fish, but feel I will be lucky to find any 
lakes or rivers clear enough for it. 

Your magazine is the best in the field! 

Jeff Farrell 
155 N. Bleckley 
Wichita, Kansas 


THI ubbers 


OFS 
SOUTHERN, LA HABRA 
November... duh... 7th, 1955 


Them...duh... Editors 
DUH SKIN DIVER 
Box 128 


Lynwood, Californy 


Deer Surs: 

We wanna protest against... duh... 
that article which knocks our club, in the 
November issue of yoor magazine. 

Nobody . . . not even us guys 
could be that dumb. 

We, heerbuy, demand ... duh... uh 
retraction, uh apology and a free ad for 
the McJerk Manual Anti-Manta-ray-Anti- 
Monster Mangler, said weepon which 
was run down like everything in that 
cheep piece of fiction. 

Further and more, we want’cha to 
know the author is a disgruntled mem- 
ber what got hisself kicked outa our .. . 
duh . . . club for spearing three-inch 
crawdads (with an anchovy fork, yet. 
Cheez! How unethic can a slob get!) 
in Bass and Cherry Lake -OUT OF 
SEASON! 

Moistly yurs, 
T. Twitchley McJerk 
Sekrutary 
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Dear Chuck: 

Henri Trudeau, Jr., Ernie Harrell and 
Henry Schane, members of the Florida 
A.A.U. Championship Underwater Spear- 
fishing Team, were guests at the last 
meeting of the Palm Beach Fin Divers 
Club. 

They gave a most interesting report on 
the National Championships. Some of 
their remarks were hilarious particularly 
when they referred to your lobsters as 
“monsters”. Ours, as you may know, 
seldom exceed three pounds. Even in 
rubber suits they froze in your waters 
and felt compelled to head immediately 
for air after reaching the 20-foot depth. 
These same fellows scout around in our 
warmer waters at more than twice that 
depth. 

To them your waving kelp was most 
disconcerting. They admitted to shoot- 
ing leaves, at first, thinking they were 
fish. 

The point they were unanimous in 
stressing has inspired this letter. Our 
boys, who came out on the tail end of 
the tournament, were most enthusiastic 
and appreciative over the generous treat- 
ment accorded them by everyone they 
met in California. They are spreading 
the word that you California people were 
“just too kind” to them. They give spe- 
cial appreciation to you and your wife, 
their hosts while in California, the Voit 
Rubber Company officials who took time 
to show them around, and whose spon- 
sorship enabled them to attend the tourn- 
ament, the fellows at Dive’n Surf who 
worked late in the night to outfit them 
with rubber suits without which they 
could not have lasted long in the cold 
Pacific. 

This sort of thing leaves us with a 
warm feeling toward you California peo- 
ple. Sincere thanks from all of us. 

Cordially, 
Harold J. Aycock 
Chairman Fla. Assoc. 
AAU Underwater Spearfishing 


Gentlemen: 

My magazines have been arriving late, 
but it’s not your fault. Someone at our 
local post office reads them. He won't 
admit who he is—while all I want is to 
get him into our club, The Sea-Rovers 
of Boston. 

Thanks a_ lot, 
Walter C. Feinberg 








By LIEUT. HARRY E£. RIESEBERG 


Perhaps the largest of known treasure 
—laden craft still lying unsalvaged in 
West Coast waters is that of the San 
Sebastian, a Spanish galleon which went 
to her deep-fathomed watery tomb on 
January 7, 1754, midway between the 
islands of Santa Catalina and San Cle- 
mente, in what is known today as the 
outer Santa Barbara Channel. 

Where this quaint and most extraordi- 
nary craft came from is not known other 
than that the galleon came from north 
of what is known as California’s most 
northern boundry, possibly Oregon or 
Washington. Neither is it known to what 
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1754. 





Modern skin divers could possibly find this 
luxurious Spanish galleon that went down in 








port her destination was supposed to 
have been. However, the ancient, faded 
and musty old records of long-forgotten 
archives show that this craft was one of 
the largest of Spain’s eighteenth cen- 
tury galleons. 

These same hand-written documents, 
now in the vaults of one of the Cali- 
fornia missions. tell us that the San 
Sebastian, adorned with an ornate sculp- 
tured figurehead, was broad of beam 
and round of bow, her stern square with 
both her poop and prow, like some 
minature castle towering high into the 
air. Atop her painted posts of the poop 


were tall, octagonal lanterns, and the 
woodwork aglitter with gilt insignia and 
elaborate ornated carvings. 

Her four-tiered deckhouse abaft lent 
an impressive appearance, almost 4s 
high as she was long, which increased 
her fantastic and bizarre resem|)lance 
to that of some weird seagoing fortalice. 
Peering through the three-foot thickness 
of her mighty bulwarks were many 
wide-mouthed muzzle-loading cannon, 
polished brass carronade. 

Such was the stately and proud Sar 
Sebastian, galleon of the Dons, as she 
haughtily sailed her course southward 
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Unfortunately fate had decided she 
was a doomed craft, for human life in 
those days was cheap and human pas- 
sons for loot and plunder were unre- 
trained, and Spanish craft made rich 
prizes for those roving scavengers on 
piracy bent. And the San Sebastian, 
with her approximated $2,000,000 in 
treasure, would make enticing prey! 


Furthermore, in those days there were 
po compunctions about robbing the 
Dons. for they were sworn enemies any- 
how: it was quite the fashion of the Brit- 
ish and Dutch buccaneers and pirates in 
these waters to help themselves to what- 
wer the Spaniards possessed, arguing 
that i: they didn’t rob them some other 
pirate would. 

So. let us turn the pages of these faded 
and aimost illegible tomes of the early 
padre-. back to some eighteen months 
prior to the ill-fated San Sebastian's 
loss. Tere, in the scrawled handwriting 
of the old priests, is told a tale of one 
Georges Compton, an Englishman born 
in Bristol town, and who, having 
shipped to Vera Cruz, in Mexico, was 
suddenly forced by the Spaniards to 
flee the country and seek new fortunes 
dsewhere. 

Old Panama became Compton’s next 
haven. where he joined up, as a mariner, 
with a band of renegade pirates. After 
some months of seeking their fortunes 
by piratical “purchase” on the Pacific 
seas, a dissension arose between the 


Pirates 


mariners and their pirate leader and 
captain. They finally approached the 
captain on the quarter-deck with drawn 
swords and proposals to force their de- 
mands. 

But the pirate leader refused to either 
recognize or concede to their cause, and 
with the use of his musket to back his 
words. he ordered them back to their 
quarters. 

All became confusion. The rebellious 
crew retreated under bellowing threats 
of their leader to maroon them on the 
deserted shore. The result was that the 
mutineers deserted craft at their first 
opportunity. 


In this, Compton followed the rest. 
and was by them soon chosen for their 
lader. George Compton now became 
thief of their future piratical activities. 
And within a fortnight, they had 
boarded a galleon which was lying in 
the harbor a little offshore, seized the 
craft for their own use and dominated 
her crew. They discovered within her 
stongroom a great quantity of plate 
and pieces-of-eight. They sailed north- 
ward for Acapulco, where they wasted 
their days and nights in the taverns and 
brothels. Then, having spent their all, 





both Compton and his villainous band 
of cutthroats were forced to return to 
the sea again to rebuild their fortunes. 

After taking several small craft as 
prizes en route northward, we find 
Compton in the month of January of 
1754 cruising in the waters off Cali- 
fornia’s coast north of Santa Barbara 
island. 

At the same time the San Sebastian 
was slowly ploughing southward 
through the breeze. her pilato, keeping 
his eyes open for sights of topsails of 
the dreaded British and Dutch pirates 
and buccaneers lurking in these waters. 
sighted the pirate craft of Compton 
some two leagues distant, swiftly ap- 
proaching. 

When close under the lee of the island 
the galleon was attacked by Compton 
and his pirate cutthroats. Ahead loomed 
a small rocky inlet, separated from the 
larger island by a narrow channel. After 
numerous exchanges of shot, during 
which a section of the ornate scrollwork 


Gold 


of the treasure-laden galleon’s stern was 
splintered, and a group of the pas- 
sengers and friars standing on the deck 
were mowed down, her captain steered 
for the narrow channel in a final effort 
to escape. 

Then the pirates’ parting shot from 
her bow gun shattered the galleon’s 
rudder post. and the craft struck full 
upon a jagged fang of treacherous reef 
and quickly sank to the bottom in 32 
fathoms of water. Only a few on board 
managed to make the safety of the deso- 
late island’s rocky shore. 

Compton, seeing that he had lost the 
hoped-for treasure, and knowing him- 
self beaten by Davy Jones, ordered the 
boats of his own craft lowered to take 
himself and some of his crew of rene- 
gades ashore to the island. 

Upon landing on the rocky beach he 
discovered but 21 of the San Sebastian’s 
passengers and crew had made _ the 


and Women 


rocks. these all being Spaniards. and 
Compton, still holding his hatred for 
the race, used them as a means to satisfy 
his desire and revenge. In this he 
showed himself most barbarous and 
cruel beyond words, for he put orders 
into effect immediately by having first 
two of the padres tortured, the captain 
was next mutilated with a halberd, and 
the rest were roasted alive upon a 
wooden spit set up on the rocks. There 
being but three women among the sur- 
vivors, he made his choice and became 
philanthropic by surrendering the other 
two to the crew to dispose of as they 
saw fit. 

Thus was the fate of the San Sebastian, 


SKIN DIVER — DECEMBER — 9 


LOVELY NADINE 
the camera before she plunges into the 
cool blue waters of Green Lake. Maine. 
Intn’l Photo Service Photo. 


her passengers and crew. and the vast 
treasure within her hold. 

The treasure is still there, lying un- 
disturbed, in the outer Santa Barbara 
channel in the neighborhood of a reef 
not far asea from California’s famed 
romantic isle. Catalina. However, due 
to the scouring tides of the years and 
the Pacific’s shifting sands. this vast 
wealth, no doubt, lies deeply buried, 
hidden away from the daylight. waiting 
for some adventurous salvor to wrest it 
from Davy Jones’ keeping and _ bring 
it into the light of the present day. 

Skin divers might be fortunate 
enough to strike the exact spot, with a 
bit of luck, and with the use of the 
latest metal locators now in use. ™ 




















CAPE HATTERAS... 


G: rqveyared of the Atlantic 


By ROBERT F. MARX with JOSEPH S. RYZEWSKI 





Cape Hatteras, a narrow sand split 
lying off the mainland of North Caro- 
lina, has been feared by sea-faring men 
since the English settlers landed there in 
1585. There have been over 2.600 ships 
sunk off this famed graveyard in the last 
200 years. Starting back in the year 
1665 when the Spanish brigantine “El 
Salvador” and up to the present year 
with the freighter “Omar Babum” run- 
ning aground on these treacherous 
shoals. From the days of the earliest 
New World explorations, mariners have 
known the Graveyard of the Atlantic but 
yet they have persisted in risking their 
lives and their vessels in its treacher- 
ous waters. 

The main reason for the loss of so 
many vessels can be attributed to the 
Gulf Stream. Sea-faring men learned 
that a considerable length of time could 
be saved by taking advantage of the Gulf 
Stream flowing north from the Carib- 
bean to Cape Hatteras, then turn east- 
ward toward their destination. The warm 
waters of the Gulf Stream travel north 
at a speed of about five knots and assist 
all ocean going vessels in making good 
speed. Diamond shoal extends 15 miles 
from Cape Hatteras and makes naviga- 
tion extremely difficult. Today however. 
a lightship station on the Outer shoal 
warns oncoming ships of the danger. 
However. during bad weather conditions, 
this lightship cannot always be detected. 
due to the Labrador Current running 
south meeting the Gulf Stream running 
north which causes extremely rough seas. 
Today with the many electronic instru- 
ments in use, shipwrecks are less fre- 
quent. 

During the last century the people on 
the Banks made a living by salvaging 
the many wrecks that ran aground and 
auctioning off the cargo on the main- 
land. Today, many of the homes on 
Cape Hatteras are made of wood sal- 
vaged from the vessels that floundered 
there. The people are of every nation- 
ality since most of them were ship- 


10 — DECEMBER — SKIN DIVER 


wrecked and decided to make the Banks 
their permanent home. The main occu- 
pation of the residents of Cape Hatteras 
is fishing. Their hospitality makes tour- 
ist trade flourish throughout the wonder- 
ful vacationland. 

Cape Hatteras is a skin diver’s para- 
dise with its many wrecks to be explored 
and its tropical and game fish coming 
north with the Gulf Stream, and many 
different species of fish coming south 
with the Labrador Current. The con- 
tinental shelf off the coast extends out- 
ward for 25 miles, enabling the diver to 
work on the many ship wrecks that lie 
in less than 150 feet of water. Many of 
these wrecks are marked with buoys 
since they are a menace to navigation. 
During the last war over 84 tankers and 
freighters were sunk by German sub- 
marines in this area. 

There have been many ships sunk off 
Cape Hatteras, to name a few, “The Cen- 
tral America,” “Monitor,” and the “Car- 
roll A. Deering.” The Central America 
sunk off the coast on September 8, 1857. 
Bound for New York with over 600 pas- 
sengers and crew members, she was re- 
turning from the California gold fields 
carrying over $2.500.000.00 in gold bul- 
lion. Lt. Harry Rieseberg has claimed to 
have located this ship and recovered 
some of the gold bullion, however, no 
other salvage attempts have been made 
since. 

As for the “Monitor.” I (Robert F. 
Marx) located her off the Cape Hatteras 
Lighthouse on July 13, 1955, and have 
now established legal ownership of the 
vessel. I am presently making plans with 
several museums to salvage this vessel 
next spring. (The hurricane season be- 
ing the main reason for postponing this 
operation.) The September issue of 
Skin Diver magazine covers a story of 
my expedition. My claim has been criti- 
cized by a few historians since many 
records show the Monitor sinking farther 
off shore than her present position. I 


plan to prove my claim early next » pring 
by actually photographing “The ‘Loni 
tor. 

The “Carroll A. Deering” coul cer 
tainly be called a ghost-ship. Sh ran 
aground on the shoals in 1918, and with 
in four hours after doing so, a Coast 
Guard ship arrived on the scene. They 
boarded her, and found to their su: prise 
nobody on board. The table was st for 
12 people. coffee percolating on the stove, 
a cat drinking milk and a pipe still 
smoking. She had a cargo of va'uable 
wood which could only be obtained from 
a South American Country. They tried 
to find her home port and last port of 
call, but were unable to do so. Until the 
present day, no one really knows where 
this vessel came from or what happened 
to the crew. Three days later after the 
vessel ran aground, the Coast Guard re. 
turned to dynamite her and found the 
vessel gone. Several weeks later the ship 
turned up on Ocracoke Island about 40 
miles southwest of the shoals. This vessel 
is still causing a considerable amount of 
gossip, just last month, after hurricane 
Diane, she moved off the beach where 
she had been for over 45 years, and was 
found 15 miles north on the same island 
lying in the pounding surf. 


For the last two years I have spent 
a considerable length of time diving on 
the many wrecks in the Graveyard. | 
have dove on freighters containing wat 
materials, tankers still containing crude 
oil, sailing vessels decorated with coral 
and other forms of marine growth, and 
even a German ‘U” Boat sunk by the 
Navy during World War II. There are 
many ships that have never been seen 
for many years challenging amateur and 
professional divers to explore. The water 
is rough around the shoals. however all 
wrecks do not lie on the shoals, some are 
in shallow water surrounding the ~hoak 
and can be seen from low flying aircrafl 
on clear days. My advice to all divers 
“Why not take advantage of this Skin 
Divers Paradise.” = 
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GOOD OLD 
NEW JERSEY 


By LARRY BESS 


Florida, Hawaii, California, Virgin 
Islanis and any other tropical country 
you can think of sounds good to the skin 
diver's ears, but I think it’s about time 
someone spoke up for good old New Jer- 
sey. { don’t expect natives of the won- 
derful states and countries in warm cli- 
mates to come all the way to New Jersey, 
for | «rant that they have the best waters 
to spearfish not only because of the dif- 
feren' varieties of fish but for climate, 
water temperature, water clarity and the 
man) concerns catering to the skin diver. 
but | think my fellow New Jerseyites and 
people from New York and Pennsylvania 
shoul! know the story. 

Skin diving in New Jersey just like all 
over the world is every year finding more 
peopl: turning to this out of the world 
sport. I’ve been skin diving four years 
and every year can’t get over more and 
more rubber rafts and outboard boats 
anchored at the end of a jetty or in some 
clear patch of water just a couple of 
hundred yards off a beach. It thrills me 
to see this because for years I’ve told 
frienis and curious onlookers to try it 
and they would just look at me as if I 
should be in a padded cell somewhere. 
Now skin diving has become known to 
even the back-yard sun bather, and as 
fora few of my friends, well I’ve never 
seen so much enthusiasm. 

The best time of the year around the 
shore without a suit is from June to 
September, although in September the 
water begins to cloud up from sand, sea- 
weed. and plankton, and I can’t forget to 
mention those mixed up gals known as 
hurricanes. Suits should be worn in May 
and in October. There are some who dive 
inthe winter but this I believe is useless 
as the abundance of fish life is nil, unless 
you just like to sightsee. 

The water temperature in the summer 
ranges from 68 to 74 degrees. Visibility 
ranges anywhere from five to 15 feet. 
Now to the most important—the fish to 
be had. If you don’t like an abundance of 
Blackfish, the hunting for Sea Bass in 
tocks and small caves, the spine-tingling 
tussles with Mr. Sting Ray, and the fight 
and fury of the small Sand Shark, then 
you shouldn’t come to New Jersey. There 
are also crabs of all sizes and varieties, 
and an occasional Kingfish. 

Now that the Jersey Garden State 
Parkway has been completed, you can 





“Well, PU be a dirty bird!” 


travel all the way from North Jersey to 
Cape May at the southernmost tip and 
signs on the highways will guide you to 
the parkway from any point in the state 
and from any state surrounding New 
Jersey. After a beautiful drive on the 
nation’s most magnificent highway (I’m 
not partial, you'll see for yourself) you 
will then take the turnoff which says 
Asbury Park. Being a resort town, As- 
bury has many hotels and boarding 
houses which charge as little as four and 
five dollars a day, without food. 
Surrounding towns are also very pleas- 
ant for residing, towns like Bradley 
Beach, Belmar, Avon, and Spring Lake. 
all of these being next to each other and 
a couple of miles south of Asbury. Once 
you are settled and ready to go, you 
may, if you didn’t bring a rubber raft or 
outboard boat, rent a small skiff with 
your group for a nominal fee. For those 
who wish a bigger craft. you can rent 


_ 
= ———— 


“Our new secret weapon, ha! 


& 


en ie Se —_) 
<2 - ae ge ——— —<— - 


a oe ee ee 
“a <> - oe 


SKIN DIVER — DECEMBER — 11 


one with a Captain who will take 
you up and down the coast and anchor 
over some wrecks which the area has, or 
near one of the many rock jetties. 

I would like to point out here in ref- 
erence to jetties that it is perfectly okay 
to dive around a jetty with fishermen 
on it. I have never run into trouble be- 
tween them. If you pick an area which 
doesn't have fishermen on it you're okay. 
\s the jetties are pretty big, there’s room 
for all. Years ago, skin divers were a 
nuisance to them, but now after a few 
seasons they are friendly, as a matter of 
fact. skin divers have assisted the rod 
and reeler by retrieving lost tackle for 
him. I know I have done it myself and 
received many thanks. 

Well. that’s about it. A brief visit to 
New Jersey which I hope many of you 
fellow skin divers will make in person 
come next summer. See you down off 
Good Old New Jersey! “ie 
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A feature story on a service skin diving club, the... 


FINTWISTER 


By CAPT. LEONARD L. ARBON, U.S.A.F. 


(Official U.S.A.F. Photos) 


The single dominant feature of cur- 
rent underwater activity is that every 
submersion is a new experience for man. 

Almost every dive unveils terrain seen 
by him for the first time. Marine flora 
and fauna is viewed for the first time 
in its own environment and true per- 
spective. Weightlessness and the accom- 
panying abandonment of customary vert- 
ical and horizontal orientation is a new 
physical experience. 

Probing this new world and its many 
unknowns is in keeping with man’s nat- 
ural curiosity. In a climate of such com- 
pelling appeal, it is hardly surprising 
that so much underwater activity has 
been generated throughout the world. 

Such an appeal it was which prompted 
a request by personnel here for the for- 
mation of a Skin Diving Club at Keesler 
Air Force Base, Mississippi, the Elec- 
tronics Center of the Air Force. 

A request was submitted during the 
summer of 1954. On the 20th of August 
of that year, Major General Harlan C. 
Parks, Keesler’s Commander at that 
time, gave the “Fintwisters” his official 
approval. 

This approval culminated two years 


AIRMAN third class 


Weaver surfaces with 
probing operations and exploration for Fintwisters, Miss. 


of research and study on the feasibility 
of such a club in the Gulf Area and at 
this base. Honest research was necessary 
to determine just how hazardous such 
an activity would be, since responsibility 
for the welfare and safety of personnel 
assigned here rested on the Commander’s 
shoulders. Research indicated pretty 
conclusively that although this sport ap- 
peared bizarre and spectacular, it was 
not hazardous, providing, of course, that 
basic safety principles were followed. 
General Parks felt that, since the sport 
had come of age, formation of such a 
club would assure the use of those 
principles. 

Formal approval came too late in the 
season for any extensive diving during 
1954, but we still needed time to organ- 
ize, train, and plan. The following 
winter gave us ample time to accomplish 
this rather thoroughly. The Biloxi Mc- 
Arthur Hotel generously kept their swim- 
ming pool open for us throughout the 
entire winter for training. They kept 
it heated and provided a dressing room 
for the club as well. Training teams were 
organized from members having prior 
experience. Tyros were trained in basic 


starfish during 





and Leecia Arbon, 


techniques, the buddy system, rescue 
and artificial respiration. A constitution 
and by-laws were drawn up and ap. 
proved. Coast Guard, commercia! fish. 
ing boat crews, and party boat crews 
were queried on every usable aspect of 
these waters. Approval was granted to 
explore a sizeable region of the Gulf off 
the Mississippi Coast. Private and char. 
ter boat owners were solicited to assist 
us in probing this region. All this was 
done during the cold weather --ason 
and before we ever set flipper inio the 
sea. 

With the onset of favorable w«ather 
we were ready. Since we were st.rting 
from scratch in these waters, we s: stem- 
ized our projects. Our first was to »robe 
the Gulf in preselected areas, i... to 
locate and chart those areas most ‘avor. 
able for diving. Areas were select d by 
compiling on hydrographic char's in. 
formation gained from the Coast (-uard 
and local skippers. An exploratior team 
was formed with our more expericnced 
divers. These were boys from al! over 
the country and may be familiar to some 
of you. A/3C John Comin, from Santa 
Barbara. California, and past pre-ident 
of the “Fintwisters”, headed the ex; lora- 
tion team. Working with him was % Set 
Bob Thomas, Corpus Christi, 1 exas; 
A/3C Gerald Brown, Los Angeles, Calif.; 
A/3C “Wempi” Weaver, Ft. Smit!:, Ar- 
kansas; A/3C John McRee, Pensacola, 
Florida; A/3C “Red” Roecliff, from San 
Diego, Calif.; and myself. This team 
conducted initial dives into the Gulf, 
probing waters with questionable char- 
acteristics (currents, tidal sweeps, etc.). 
We located and marked wrecks and sub- 
merged rock reefs for future diving. 

All our operations were conducted 


AIRMAN third class John Comin, past president of the club. 


The young lady is also a skillful diver. 
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with heavy stress on safety systems. In 
addition to using the buddy system as 
we had taught it the previous winter, we 
insured that a floating station of some 
type was always within easy reach. We 
worked in skiffs from the larger boats. 
From the skiffs we used inner tubes, and 
from inner tubes we worked in teams of 
two, each equipped with a rescue pack. 
Using such systems our team represented 
the first organized effort to record and 
defin: the character of the Mississippi 
Gulf Floor from the diver’s point of 
view. 

Beiore I summarize our waters, let 
me first geographically describe our 
area. Mississippi occupies approxi- 
mately a 75-mile stretch of the Gulf of 
Mexivo. Keesler Air Force Base is sit- 
uated on the Coast midway between the 
east ind west state boundries. About 
12 miles south, off shore. lie the islands 
of Ship, Cat. and Horn. From Keesler. 
wr activities fanned out to these islands 
and their surrounding waters. 


The group found these waters green 
and semi-turbid. Visibility was often 
restricted due to wave action on the 
relatively shallow sandy bottom. The 
Gulf floor consisted largely of barren 
sand, spotted occasionally with grass 
beds and reefs created from the dumped 
ballast rock of old wooden sailing ves- 
sels. A few wrecks dotted the bottom. 
Qur fish were taken from these rocks 
and wrecks. Jew fish, Sheephead (not 
the California species), and Jacks were 
the most common. Spade fish were 
abundant, but we didn’t shoot them. The 
wocks and the wrecks were the most 
interesting. due to the abundance of ma- 
rine life. Though small, they were color- 
ful and varied. We have had no unto- 
ward incidents with shark. As a matter 


DR. HURST SHOEMAKER and DR. R. L. CAYLOR observe 


from the research vessel ““Hermes” as Fintwisters work. 


AIRMAN third class White and Airman third class McRee surface for discussion of a 
problem. Note tight buddy system. After collecting marine specimens in the different 


areas the club members were able to tell the rod and reel men where their fish were. 


of fact. though these waters are tradi- 
tionally heavily populated with shark, 
we have seen only two underwater, and 
both fled on sight. We frequently had 
the feeling they were quite near, but 
turbidity prevented us seeing them more 
often. The mean average depth of this 
area is quite shallow, around twelve 
feet: therefore. weather plaved a decisive 
role in trip planning. Even moderate 
winds caused the water to become turbid 
in minutes. Also, because of the muddy 
river outlets, diving was impossible any 
closer than six miles from the mainland. 


For these reasons. we found our best 
diving on the outside of the Island Chain. 
A few trips have been made as far as 
20 to 30 miles south of the islands where 
long tide rips occur. Some spectacular 
catches of King Mackerel. Black Fish, 
and Bonita have been made there. 
After completing the exploration phase 
of our activity, interest quite naturally 
swung to spearfishing. Trips were made 
to our diving grounds almost every week- 
end throughout the summer. Sometimes 
good and exciting catches were made 


(Continued on Page 22) 


EXPLORATION team in action ... club members are Brown, 
homas, McRee, Comin, and Weaver (fins only). 


wig” a Rg ERE EF 














SOUTH AFRICA... 





By JACK WOLHAULTER 


This is a Lulu name meaning great 
reef. It is a reef which is, shall we say, 
like a wharf which one can walk onto 
from the beach at low tide with the water 
level just lapping over this solid barrier 
which stretches for fifteen miles. Over 
the side of the reef the depth is no more 
than 30 feet and in places much less. 
Here a party of four of us spent a whole 
month. 

Lobsters were so numerous that in one 
morning we had collected over 200 lbs. 
of them. These we gave to the local 
natives who are a half starved bunch and 
probably thought we were crazy diving 
up and down just for fish. Very few Eu- 
ropeans ever go to Magangola because it 
is only accessible by jeep and is approxi- 
mately 300 miles north of Durban on the 
Lululand coast. Unfortunately malaria 
claims every other person and although 
we were well fortified with alcohol and 
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CHUCK VALLANCE 
beside the van- 
quished ray. This 
species is actually 
called a Mobula. 


MAGANGOLA 


quinine two of our party had a bad time 
and we had to cut short our stay. 

Day before Christmas saw four naked 
skin divers armed with spearguns bring- 
ing up fish every other minute and then 
along came a school of “kingfish” glid- 
ing slowly by. Estimated weight about 
200-300 Ibs. Wham! four spearguns fired 
and four spears were lost with the king- 
fish gliding on with our spears in them 
as if nothing had disturbed them at 
all. Although we saw them many more 
times our equipment was not powerful 
enough to hold them and we left them 
entirely alone. One day we saw a mon- 
ster of a saw-fish and quickly retreated 
from the water; not wanting to get 
slashed to ribbons with that mighty jaw. 
The visibility was not very good, about 
25 feet, and although we never sighted 
any sharks we always had one eye look- 
ing back over our shoulder. We will re- 
turn one day to this remarkable reef 
when we have better equipment. > 
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By WALLACE McARTHUR 


The ray, while not generally caten, 
nor considered much of a game fish 
in the smaller sizes, can be quite inter. 
esting in bulk. And, like any wise pur 
chaser, Chuck Vallance displays a keen 
interest in the large economy size. 

He and John Carroll and Chuck Bar. 
ker of the Sharks were in the water off 
Puente Colorado the day after the Cuay- 
mus meet, looking for Eagle Rays, when 
Vallance spotted a ray on a shallow 
dive and speared it. The veni, vidi 
and spearing were pretty much routine, 
but the vici was something to write 
home about. The Mae West was popped 
and the tug of war began. The ray won 
the first contest wings down, so Vallance 
chose up sides and started all over with 
Barker to add his weight to the line. 
The ray still had a good edge on our 
side, so the two called to Carrol! for 
more fin-power. Vallance was con 
vinced by this time that he had har 
pooned something somewhat more than 
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not lift it. Discounting for its slippery: § when we 
ness, the boys estimated the weight a 9 and our. 


500 pounds. Really not fit company fot J up t., 51 
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MANY PLACES in our underwater world can be photographed. 
advanced but has proved worthwhile and practical. Barnier-Rebikoff Photo, Cannes, France. 





FORK-FISHING OFF THE 
COAST OF MAINE 


By MARGARET MARKERT 


Well, at last I have dived and grabbed 
askate by the tail with my gloved hand: 
thus | am redeemed! Ever since those 
two college girls came over to our sum- 
mer place to swim, here on the coast of 
Maine, and each caught a skate by the 
tail (under my husband’s tutelage) and 
this the very first time they had ever 
used face masks, I knew that I must do 
80 too. 

When we first learned that we were to 
spend a summer in Bar Harbor. Maine. 
we were told by ever so many people that 
the water was too cold for even the 
hardiest souls to stay in for more than 
ten minutes. So we didn’t even bring the 
spear guns which my husband had used 
extensively off the coasts of California. 
Bermuda, and Mexico. Consequently. 
when we found the water here tolerable. 
and our cove loaded with flounder, skates 
up t. 51% ft. long (at least two kinds), 
“goose fish” (Lophius americanus), 


sometimes called “monk fish.” and 
sculpin. my husband was forced to re- 
sort to a six-inch kitchen fork with which 
he speared enough flounder for our din- 
ner. Soon thereafter he found that the 
fork was unnecessary for he could grab 
the flounder with his bare hands. 

After a little practice we found we 
could stay in the water 45 minutes or an 
hour, and on one interesting occasion 
we stayed nearly two hours. The water 
in our cove in early August is 62° F 
on the surface and 60° F at a depth of 
ten feet. We have met only a few other 
people who are willing to swim for more 
than a few minutes in this water. 

The lobsters here are delicious. but are 
hard to find since they stay well hidden 
under rocks or in holes. We have seen 
only about ten lobsters in waters up to 
20 ft. in depth, of which six subsequently 
found their way to our dining table. We 
have eaten fresh scallops, too, which my 








This breathtaking picture tells a complete story. The equipment is far 


husband found in 15 to 25 ft. water at 
low tide in another cove. At high tide 
they would be about 11 feet deeper. 
The most spectacular catch. however, 
was the first Lophius speared with the 
fork it was 31 inches long and in all 
respects the ugliest creature | have ever 
seen. Moreover this “goose fish” doesn’t 
have sense enough to be afraid of a diver. 
but will lunge at him when disturbed, 
opening its huge mouth and exposing its 
two sets of teeth.—the first set near the 


opening and the second set well down its 


throat. Moreover it has “feet” —two fins 
on its ventral side. each with five webbed 
“toes.” and it has a movable lure at- 
tached to its back which it uses to entice 
innocent fish into its cavernous mouth. 
One of these 
stepped on when we ran across it in only 
five feet of water at low tide. However. 
even these “goose fish” have their uses 

for instance, they provide excellent 
biological material for renal physiology 
research at the Mt. Desert Island Biologi- 
cal Station. 

We have concluded, therefore. that 
“fork-fishing” in Maine is entirely pos- 
sible and lots of fun, and that if the fork 
is lost, one can just use his hands. >= 


“goose fish” we nearly 
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BACKWARD APPROACH is executed by Paul A. Wells, Mineman Second Class, of St. 
Albans, Fla., now in Japan with the F.E.U.R.A. This method of entry into the water is 
favored by “frogmen” because the back worn Scuba enters the water first and cushions 


the fall. Official U. S. Navy Photograph. 


Japan... 
Far East Underseas 
Research Association 


Yokosuka, Japan ... Any Sunday when 
the weather is clear around the island of 
Jyogashima or the reefs of Aburatsubo, 
Japan, members of the Far East Under- 
seas Research Association hold their 
weekly meeting. 

These men are all U. S. Navymen ded- 
icated to the strenuous proposition that 
there should be more and better skin 
diving, fish spearing, snorkling, and com- 
pressed air breathing around U. S. Fleet 
Activities, Yokosuka. 

The club with the tongue-in-cheek 
title originally organized in rebellion to 
the “straight-laced” activities of its parent 
organization, the Fleet Activities Rod and 
Gun Club. Fishing and hunting with 
rods and guns were all right for the 
tamer souls, but the revolutionaries pre- 
ferred consolidating the sports. They 
would not fish for fish nor hunt for game. 
They would simply hunt for fish. 

The fact that they were in the midst 
of a Central Japan October caused no 
hesitation in organizing and taking their 
weekly jaunts to the tip of Miura penin- 
sula. Long underwear or tight-fitting 
shirts are all they require for swimming 
in cooling Sagami Bay. Most of them 
plan to continue diving year round. = 
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Page 20 has 
an excellent 
Christmas Gift 


Suggestion for You 











FULLY LOADED 
down with gear Har- 
ry E, Kingsley, Pho- 
tographer’s Mate 
Second Class, cau- 
tiously enters the wa- 
ter at Aburatsubo, 
Japan. Official U. S. 
Navy Photograph. 


Aquatics Conference 
Held at Yale 


Famous aquatic personalities from all 
over the country met to discuss the 
entry of skin diving and scuba diving 
into the field of water sports, a’ the 
Conference for National Cooperati«n in 
Aquatics (C.N.C.A.) at Yale University, 
from October 26 to October 30. The 
conference was attended by physic.\! fit- 
ness professors, scientists, swimming in- 
structors, equipment men and dealers 
who have had special experience with 
equipment and with the maintenance of 
diving lungs. Chairman of the confer. 
ence was Robert J. H. Kiphuth, vhile 
the executive committee was headed by 
Dr. Harold T. Friermood of the 
Y.M.C.A., Richard L. Brown othe 
American Red Cross and George F. 


Anderson of the A.A.H.P.H. & R 


A total of 22 national groups was 
represented. The American Association 
for Health, Physical Education and Ree. 
reation, American Camping Association, 
American National Red Cross, Aineri- 
can Recreation Society, Athletic ‘nsti- 
tute, Boys Clubs of America, Boy Scouts 
of America, Committee on relationships 
with Armed Forces, Girl Scouts of the 
U.S.A., National Amateur Athletic Un- 
ion, National Board Young Women’s 
Christian Associations, National Col- 
legiate Athletic Association, National 
Council of Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation, National Federation of State 
High School Athletic Associations. Na- 
tional Jewish Welfare Board, National 
Research Council, National Recreation 
Association, National Safety Council, 
National Social Welfare Assembly. U.S. 
Office of Education, and the Women’s 
National Aquatic Forum. = 
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DOWN UNDER 
UP NORTH 


By RON McGHEE 


Skin diving in Alaska is definitely 
interesting .. . but different. A member 


of the Puget Sound Mudsharks, and 
familiar with the cold waters of the 


Northwest, I have completed a year of 
diviny in Alaska, near the capitol city 
of Juneau, and the Southeastern section. 
[arrived here in April 1954, at the be- 
ginni:'z of the best season for diving. 
The progress of this fast growing sport 
had not reached this far North, and at 
present, interest is still only passive. 
Why iasn’t skin diving become popular 
in the more temperate waters of Alaska 
as in other areas with similar condi- 
tions’ Some of the questions I will try 
to ans\ver here. 

At the time of my arrival, I was 
probaly the first self appointed under- 
water explorer using self contained 
equipment in this area, with the ex- 
ception, of course, of the Navy and a 
few salvage experts. The Southeastern 
portion of Alaska extends from the Gulf 
of Alaska to British Columbia. It is 
arelatively narrow strip of real estate 
with lofty ice fields and glaciers on the 
Eastern boundary. and the North Pacific 
on the West. In an ideal sense, this 
country should be a diver’s paradise, 
there are more islands than can 
count. islands of all description, sur- 
rounded by reefs, rocks and kelp beds. 
Many of the islands are uninhabited 
and unexplored but readily accessible by 
mall boat from the larger communities. 
This then was the picture, all I needed 
was the time, and a plan from which I 
could get a fair indication of the possi- 
bilities for diving in Alaska. There were 
sme men here, who were immediately 
interested in exploration, men having 
lalents ranging from mountain climbing 
to zoology, were interested, but from a 
standpoint of assistance only. They 
weren t too eager to actually get wet. 


one 


The first dive took place in fair, cool 
Weather at a most beautiful location 
called the Shrine of St. Terrese, an 
island north of Juneau. The equipment 
was the same as that used in other cold 
water diving: full length rubber suit. 
Aqua-Lungs, other necessary items and 
the newest addition, a portable air com- 
pressor. Later I found the first dive 
typical of these waters. The underwater 
sene was as rough, rugged and irregu- 
lar as the mountains that met the waters 
edge. Cliffs, ledges, faults, caves, and 
canyons are viewed from beneath the 
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ALASKA CALLED ... to Ron McGhee 
as it did to thousands of others. Ron has 


been diving and exploring Alaskan waters 
for several months. 


surface, with forests of kelp and sea 
kale covering the bottom and occasional- 
ly patches of sand. The cliffs drop off 
into the depths only a few feet off shore, 
and as I noticed on one dive, while 
following the face of an underwater cliff 
to the base, I reached a depth of over 
100 feet even at that level there 
was fair visibility and light. Where the 
current is swift, the water is clear. as 
it keeps the sediment and suspended 
organic material from cutting down vis- 
ibility. However. the faster water is also 
much cooler and greater care must be 
taken to protect the body. I found the 
actual temperature of the waters here 
not so much different than in the Pacific 
Northwest, but generally the swifter 
currents, due to higher tides and narrow 
passages, definitely made long dives 
unpleasant. 

To many, the aspect of spearfishing 
is an important part of diving, as it is 
to me, but I was rather disappointed with 
what I found. The fish of course, are 
more plentiful nearer the open ocean, 
but in the more protected diving areas, 
they are few, and the fish here are 
usually found at a greater depth than 
in Southern waters. The most common 
fish seen and taken in this locality were 
halibut, tom cod and varieties of rock 
fish. The halibut ranged from small to 
medium, with the other fish relatively 
small. However, several large specimens 
of halibut and cod were seen, but not 
taken. Other marine animals noted were 


giant sun stars, the starfish with 16 legs, 
considered a menace to the shellfish 
industry in the Northwest, rather large 
hermit crabs and extensive shrimp beds. 
The octopus in this area are large, and 
occasionally specimens of notable size 
are brought up on commercial halibut 
gear; however. I have not seen any of 
these while diving. Whales and sea 
lion are also common in this area and 
interesting to watch, but from a high 
and dry viewpoint. 

Probably the best method of summary 
is by comparison with the more familiar 
Pacific Northwestern United States. 
After logging some 25 dives in different 
locations, | found by comparison: the 
water somewhat visibility, in 
general, poorer, due to many rivers and 
streams and excessive tidal action. Fair 
diving weather is at a minimum, how- 
ever the fair days in summer are ex- 
tremely long. The fish are seemingly 
scarce, where their natural habitat is 
accessible, and many varieties native to 
the Northwest were not noticed. The 
underwater terrain and bottom is much 
more rugged, and practically all areas 
accessible by boat only. 

Full length rubber suits, wet or dry, 
are a must, along with protective gloves 
and underclothing. Portable compres- 
sors for lungs are necessary. as there 
are no high pressure air stations about. 
In conclusion. I may say that diving in 
Alaska is not the best. but not impossible, 
and if the sport of diving and spearfish- 
ing cannot be followed here, | am sure 
that light weight. self contained gear 
could be of great benefit to the men of 
the Fish and Wildlife service. commer- 
cial fishermen. and many 


cooler. 


geologists 


others. 

In this report, definitely not the last 
word, I have tried to give some idea 
of diving in Alaska as I find it at present. 
More will follow. = 





McGHEE looks very small next to the 
towering Alaska shore line. Diving was 
only fair. 
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DIVERS! SAVE ‘15.20 on 


this famous "7 Seas” Suit 
Om Ee 


Never before such comfort, freedom and 
warmth... never before such incredible 
value! KELLYS famed ‘7 SEAS”’ short suit is 
seamless LATEX, laboratory and ocean 
tested for more than three years. One-piece 
construction too, which means snug, water- 
tite fit, wonderful wearing qualities. No 
elbows, knees or seams to leak. Pop in or out 
of the ‘7 SEAS”’ latex short suit in less than 
40 seconds! One universal size fits every- 
body because “7 SEAS" latex rubber is 
800% stretchable, 8 times more elastic than 
usual rubber skin diving suits. Now save 



































TELEGRAPH AT TWENTY-FIFTH 





By PAUL CHERNEY 








The October issue of “The Skin Diver” 
and the remarkable response on the part 
of skin divers throughout the country 
gave more than ample proof that under- 
water photography will indeed come into 
its own next season and the years there- 
after. 

Thanks a lot for the letters you have 
written to us. We will try our best to 
answer all your questions as quickly and 
Sometimes it might 
take us a little while to get the answers 
to some of your tricky problems, so don’t 
be impatient. We would rather reply to 
you with a slight delay and the correct 
information. 


as well as we can. 


This column will continue its efforts 
to keep abreast of all developments in 
underwater photography. We will not 
only attempt to bring to the novice as 
well as to the advanced photographer 
news on equipment and techniques, we 
will also from time to time invite promi- 
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more than 40% on this regular 
$34.95 short suit. 


Hundreds of other skin diving values! 
Write for free illustrated catalog today. 


1975 





MARINE DIVING 
SUPPLY DIVISION 


DISTRIBUTORS OF UNDERWATER DIVING EQUIPMENT - MARINE SUPPLIES 


. OAKLAND 12, CALIFORNIA 


nent exponents of underwater photog- 
raphy and cinematography to visit with 
us as guest columnists. 


VIEWFINDERS FOR UNDERWATER 
PHOTOGRAPHY 


Most conventional camera viewfinders 
are of no use whatsoever in underwater 
photographic work. Once a camera is 
encased in a housing the eye cannot be 
brought close enough to the finder — 
even without a diving mask. Since most 
skin divers will wear a mask when work- 
ing with a camera, their eye will be re- 


moved another two or three inches or the 
average distance from face to front win. 
dow of diving mask. 

Reflex-type viewfinders on the othe 
hand are quite useful, provided th it the 
housing has an additional window mak. 
ing it possible to observe the for using 
screen or ground-glass of the camera, 
Reflex cameras of the Rolleiflex type 
(2144 x 214") are, in this instance only, 
preferable to reflex cameras of the ‘ninia. 
ture size. 

Incidentally, to counteract the fr quent 
tendency of such windows to “clo: d-up” 
through condensation, a small container 
of silicate crystals or similar che-nicals 


can be put into the housing to «bsorb 
the moisture. “Clouding-up” can also be 


prevented or at least minimized b. sim. 
ply rubbing some soap onto the window, 


In as much as we have determin: that 
a standard 35 mm camera will ‘ve the 
best type for the beginner as well as for 
the advanced underwater photogr \pher, 
a so-called “Sports-finder” or “| rame. 
finder” on the housing is to be © onsid- 
ered the most desirable device for rang. 
ing and composition. 

It is advisable to “preset” your camera 
for at least TWO constant ranges:— 
about three feet for close-ups, and ten 
feet for more distant subjects. 

The larger the “Frame-finder.” the 
more important is its sturdy and rigid 
construction. Usage under water and 
even ordinary hazards of transportation 
might otherwise easily cause bending or 
even breakage. 

The “Frame-finder” is basically a 
photographic gunsight — with a knob 
on the connecting track nearest to the 
eye to be centered in the “Frame” 
through visual alignment. 

The more advanced underwater pho 
tographer might. in fact, use two such 
knobs for parallax adjustment. ‘This is 
something we will try to cover at a later 
time in a subsequent installment. > 





“This is the spot where the bait boat sunk.” 
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only, 
ini. § We certainly envy some of the articles 
we read in ‘The Skin Diver.” I am re- 
quent ferrin: to the clearness of the water in 
1-up” other areas. 
ainer§ There was recently a drowning at a 
nicals (nearby lake . . . the victim fell from a 
hsorh @ boat in eighty feet of water and did not 
so be @ reapp: ar. 
sim-§ Wiliam Fitspatrick, Orvill Reynolds, 
idow, fand rivself dived for the victim. The 
1 the first ten feet was fairly clear, at twenty- 
fve r-ddish. Here we entered what we 
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Che Inner Circle.” Here sunlight 
iS Ior 


does ot penetrate, total darkness pre- 
vails. To add to this, Herrington Lake, 
ame Byhen built. was not cleared of trees or 
nsid- B ynder)rush. We actually had to climb 
rang: down through the trees and feel our way 
aroun!, a light was useless. 


pher, 


mera # =We searched two days to no avail, and 

*~fabandoned diving. Five days later the 
| ten i body ‘loated to the surface. Ironically. 
we were informed, that we had been 
’ the searching in an area that only looked 
rigid § like the actual scene which was nearly 
and § one-half mile further down the lake. 
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FABLLOUS HANS HASS at work under- 
water. Hass, author of several books, has 
made several world-wide diving expedi- 
tions and also worked in motion pictures. 











LOST & FOUND — Esprit de corps of skin divers is well known to anyone who is 
acquainted with the underwater “set.” This is particularly true of Harold B. Morgan and 
Lawrence Hamilton, enthusiastic skin divers from the USS Frank E. Evans destroyer now 
at anchor in the Long Beach, Calif.. Harbor. These two Navy men have been busily en- 
gaged with “Operation Jigs’ which is carried on at a more or less isolated fishing site 
known as “Tail-Ends”’ to its followers — “sort of a tail end of Pierpoint Landing,” the 
location is described. Here. where drag-fishing is carried on with unbaited treble-hooks 
on weights, the two men combine their sport with friendly service. retrieving hooks and 
other equipment caught and lost in the rocks at the bottom. Recently the “lost and found” 
included a fifty-dollar reel. Morgan and Hamilton make their headquarters at the Long 
Beach Armed Services YMCA where lockers are available for the storage of all of the 
necessary equipment. 
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; . URS. 
We have the finest facilities SIZED 
to Supply the skin diver with AQUA 
his wants LUNGS. 


FOR FROGGIE 
SPECIAL MASK & 


| FOR 
FINS — $3.50 a SET 


FROGMAN 


All kinds of 


masks ® fins 


FOR TADPOLE 
Underwater 
scenes to color 
with a pencil 
that will 
write 


* spearguns ® 
Vonterey Foam 
Suits © Seal Rub- 
ber Suit * Diving 
Lungs ® Knives ® Abalone Iron. THE MOST COMPLETE 
RENTAL & REPAIR SERVICE AV AILABLE ANYWHERE. 


IF YOU ARE SHOPPING FOR A DIVING CHRISTMAS 
WE HAVE A COMPLETE GIFT SECTION. 


underwater. 
1.50 a 


set 
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Season’s © 
* Greetings 


to one and all!! 


and to truly extend our best wishes to you during this Holiday season 
we are making this SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GIFT SUBSCRIPTION offer. 
By taking advantage of this special rate you can order subscriptions for 
several of your underwater friends, they will really appreciate this appro- 
priate gift from you. Send a subscription to your serviceman buddy 
overseas, SKIN DIVER will be just right for him. 


SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS!! 
Three dollars for the first subscription and TWO 
dollars for each additional subscription for your 
friends and diving acquaintances. 


This special Rate To Subscribers Expires 
December 25, 1955 


Your own subscription or renewal of your present subscription can be 
included in this special season rate. Give as many subscriptions as you 
like. Use additional sheet if necessary. We will send gift card notices 
to all of the people that you subscribe for . . . and sign your name. 
Please write us soon and allow us time to notify your friends of their 
gift subscription before Christmas. 


The SKIN DIVER Magazine 
Box 128 


Lynwood, California 


subscription Blank 


$3 | enclose $3 for 1 year subscription for: 
C] New [] Renew 

$2 and $2 each for additional | year GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS for: 
[] New [] Renew | 
[) New [] Renew 2 
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z 
o 
< 
Ww 


[] Renew 


PLEASE USE SEPARATE SHEET FOR MORE GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS 
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74 YEAR OLD Ed Proctor checks his div. 
ing equipment before one of his rvutine 
dives at his favorite diving spot, Doheny 
State Beach near San Clemente, California, 
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CHUCK VALLANCE with his 170 pound 
black sea bass speared at La Jolla, Calif. 





Send $1.15 for UNDERWATER RECREA- 
TION SAFETY manual to County of Los 
Angeles, Department of Parks and Recrea 
tion, 834 W. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles 
15, Calif. 
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GORDON FREUND, 
vice president of Ha- 
waii’s newly formed 
club the Hapa TA 
(half fish) Diving 
Club, is shown at left 
with a 14 pound par- 
rot fish and compan- 
ions with two fair 
sized octopus. Spear- 
ing was done in Wai- 
mea bay September 
24, 1955. Photo sub- 
mitted by Cliff Spen- 
cer. 





SKINDIVER! 


To that ever-increasing 
group who seek adventure 
beneath the sea—we present 
the new ROLEX SKINDIVER 

specifically engineered 
for marine and underwater 
activities. 

Featuring the patented 
Rolex “‘rotor’’ self-winding 
movement ... The SKIN- 
DIVER functions perfectly 
under the tremendous pres- 
sures of deep water (to 600 
feet), and during the rigors 
of strenuous sports activity. 
Hands and dial figures are 
extra luminous to be clearly 
visible under water and a 
special calibrated revolving 










































bezel serves as a “‘time re- 
corder’ to prevent over- 
submersion. 

Here, at last, is a reliable 
timepiece tailored to Ameri- 
ca’s fastest growing sport. 


List Price $150.00 
ALFA PHOTO CORP. 


303 West 42nd Street 
New York 36 New York 








UNDERWATER 
BOOK SHELF 


Here is the perfect Christmas 
Gift for that Diving Friend 
of Yours 


Book +1... 
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Just published —this new guide for 
skindivers who want to photograph 
their activities and the sights under 
the sea. All the latest information on 
equipment and techniques of subma- 
rine photography and movie making. 
Well illustrated. 128 pages, slick 
paper. Send today for A GUIDE 
TO UNDERWATER PHOTOG- 
RAPHY. 


only $195 postpaid 
Book +2... 


NEW THRILLS 
AWAIT YOU 
WITH 


AMERICAN 
SEASHELLS 
By 

R. Tucker 
Abbott 


This beautiful big book, 541 pages plus 
80 pages of color and black plates, paint- 





ings and drawings, covers definitive iden- 
tifications of some 1500 varieties on 
Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf Coast shores 


A big $12.50 value 


Book +3... 


SKIN DIVING AND EXPLORING 

UNDERWATER 

By John Sweeney 

176 pages, 8 illustrations 
In this handy manual you’re told exactly 
what systems, practices, precautions, and 
techniques the sport of skin diving de- 
mands. The author explains how to use 
flippers, snorkel, and face mask for sim- 
ple dives, and gives complete instructions 
on using the Aqua-Lung and more ad- 
vanced equipment—plus signals divers and 
their tenders rely on for communication. 
Just $3.50 
Use Coupon Below When Ordering!! 


Skin Diver 
Underwater Book Shelf 
Box 128 — Lynwood, Calif. 


[1] Book #1, $1.95 
[1] Book #2, $12.50 
— Book #3 $3.50 


Make all checks payable to ‘Skin Diver’; pay- 
ment must accompany order 
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» WOW! pa QUALITY suIT 
)~, EVERY DIVER CAN AFFORD 


Wherever you dive ... whenever you dive, 
you'll want the comfort, freedom and su- 
perb quality of the new “NAUTILUS” front 
entry suit. Designed by a master diver for 
“ee cold coastal waters, extreme tem- 

Per perature changes and prolonged 
submersion. Handcrafted of tough 
two-ply pure gum rubber. Simple, easy to 
get into NAUTILUS” skinsuit fits perfectly 
. .. keeps you warm and dry. Black with 
white shoulder stripe for added safety. 


Sizes small, medium, large. 
Reg. $49.50 value. 3 98s 


DEALERS — Write for full information on the 
new “NAUTILUS” skinsuit today! 


METRO-MARINE INC. 
Distributors of UNDERWATER DIVING EQUIPMENT, MARINE SUPPLIES 
TELEGRAPH AT TWENTY-FIFTH °¢ OAKLAND 12, CALIF. 




















FREE ALR 


TIL XMAS 
(Certified Pure Air) 


Mel’s has the most complete 
selection of all makes of diving 


gear in the Southland. 


MEL’S aqua suop 


(at the entrance to Palos Verdes diving area) 


1911 South Catalina Avenue 
South Redondo Beach, California 
Phone: FRontier 5-6714 
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FINTWISTERS 


(Continued from Page 13) 


and at other times we had nothing but 
disappointment, but I suppose other 
clubs, too, have their off days. 

By July, 1955, we felt we knew enough 
about the Gulf waters to volunteer our 
services to the Gulf Coast Marine Re. 
search Laboratory at Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi. This institution, currently 
conducting extensive research in the 
Gulf of Mexico, received our offer en- 
thusiastically; so from July, 1955. to 
the present we have been working ‘s a 
team. Scientists such as Dr. Hurst S ioe- 
maker, University of Illinois; Dr. | far- 
old Humm, Duke University; Dr. El:ore 
Behre, Louisiana State University: and 
Dr. R. L. Caylor, Laboratory Dire: tor, 
have been joined on field trips anc ex- 
peditions by the “Fintwisters,” who ‘\ave 
been a great help in broadening | eir 
investigations. Also, Mr. James Go: don 
Irving, Artist Illustrator for the Go'den 
Nature book series, donned mask and 
flippers for the first time in his life to 
join us in the Gulf. In cooperation \ ith 
Dr. Shoemaker, Mr. Irving has | een 
painting fishes of the Gulf for the latest 
nature book on “Fishes.” Publication 
of this book, compiled jointly by Dr. 
Shoemaker and Dr. Zim, will occur in 
the spring of 1956 and will be great news 
for those who are looking for a graphic 
and accurate reference on fishes. 


This joint venture has broadened and 
matured the attitude and objectives of 
the club beyond the immediate sport 
itself. We have come to realize that we 
can have a whale (pardon the bad pun) 
of a time underwater in other pursuits, 
as well as spearfishing. It has been a 
strange sight indeed to see our under- 
water athletes wrestling a glass jar or 
a fine mesh Nylon dip net through the 
water in pursuit of tiny fish for the 
Laboratory when only weeks before these 
same Frogmen were equipped with 
powerful underwater armament (tiny 
fish are more difficult to stalk and cap- 
ture than their larger brothers). Equally 
strange it was to see a diver violently 
attacking with knife a cluster of oysters. 
a clump of seaweed, or a growth of 
sponge for the Laboratory benches. It 
has been gratifying to see how genuinely 
enthralled the divers became when they 
began to learn from the scientists the 
infinite variety of life in the seas. 

Most gratifying of all, however, has 
been the public acceptance all this activ- 
ity has induced. Frequently we have 


been met at the dock by fisherman and 
other interested onlookers, only to <is- 
embark loaded with jars, trays and 
boxes of specimen rather than huge 
strings of fish. When we answered t/ieir 
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questions openly and honestly, when we 
told them where we had seen their fish, 
how could they be mad? The truth of 
the matter was that they weren’t mad. 
Openness, honesty, and a sense of fair 
play with one another has fostered mu- 
tual respect. No voice has been raised 
against the other. We were and still 
are genuinely interested in their sport 
and they in ours. In short, we have 
come to feel rather proud of the fact 
that the “Fintwisters” activities have 
been constructive and beneficial: that 
we have elevated our activities out of the 
realin of controversy, and that we have 
beer able to generate public confidence 
and acceptance in this area. 


Ciub membership has tended to stabi- 
lize between ten to 20 members. Tempo- 
rary enthusiasm has hiked membership 
at times, but we could consistently de- 
pen upon the smaller numbers. Fewer 
menibers have been a definite asset be- 
cause they have been easier to control 
and supervise. Too, because of their 
enthusiasm, they have contributed a full 
share to our operations. Most important 
of ail. however. safety has been easier 
to insure. Much to our sorrow. we have 
found that competitive diving with other 
clubs has been out of the question be- 
cause of varied duty schedules and lack 
of funds and time for travel. Never- 
theless. we have followed competition 
through published media with great in- 
terest. Our club has evolved some defi- 
nite ideas on certain rules of competition 
which will be forwarded to the Inter- 
national Underwater Spearfishing Asso- 
ciation in the near future. 


\s a matter of interest to other pro- 
spective Air Force Clubs. I should cite 
the authority under which ours was 
created. Paragraph 2b. Air Force Reg- 
ulation 176-1, dated 4 November 1953, 
as amended. served as a basis for our 
request. It behooves any prospective 
service club to back up its request with 
as many honest and pertinent facts as 
may be required for your base com- 
mander to make an intelligent decision. 
Don’t try to gloss any facts. The sport 
has enough merit to stand on its own 
feet. Too. 1 would suggest that you sub- 
mit with your request an outline on how 
and where you plan to dive and how 
you plan to control it in the interest 
of safety. Additionally. a proposed con- 
stitution, by-laws. training methods, and 
safety rules should be included. This 
ma\ sound like a lot of work, and it is. 
but believe me, a well planned. well 
organized request will save vou a great 
dea! of time and trouble in the long run. 
Further, when such a plan is put into 
action, it will reap tremendous benefits 
in elciency, safety, and enjoyment. In 
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SEE YOUR DEALER OR WRITE 


FOR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE 


\ 
\ Flipper Cuff Links 
$8.00 , 


PRODUCTS COMPANY 


His Curd ba hh I Manufacturers of Hand-Crafted Nautical Jewelry 


Skin Diver 
Tie Tock 
$5.00 


116 NASSAU STREET 
NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 





HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF MANY PLACES 
WHERE HIS LORDSHIP SKIN DIVER JEWELRY IS ON DISPLAY 


Phelp’s Terkel 
5550 Wilshire Bivd. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Waterwear Co. 
6902 Coast Highway 
Newport Beach, Calif. 


Sportland 
406 South Lake Ave. 
Pasadena, Calif. 


Bidwell's 

218 Marine Ave. 
Balboa Island, Calif. 
Fenjohn - 
90 Cricket Ave. 
Ardmore, Pa. 
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Southern Distributors 
518 No. Ramport St. 
New Orleans, La. 
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Marine Sales 
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San Antonio, Texas 
Bryant's Marina 

1117 E. Northlake Ave. 
Seattle, Washington 
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short, submit your request with enough 
detail to enable your commander to look 
it over, understand it. and then say 
“approved.” When that occurs, all that 
remains is to put your plan into action. 


Permit me one more remark which I 
consider important in club organization. 
Make sure that the club officers you elect 
or select are the best possible for the 
job. We have found that our secretary. 
Miss Marvy Ellen Coons, has been saddled 
with the major share of the paper work 
relative to the club. It was fortunate 
for us that she has been equal to the 
task. for if she hadn’t been, we could 
have bogged down early in the game. 


Before concluding. let me state that 
we would be extremely pleased to have 
you divers who may be passing this way 
drop in and say hello. and if possible. 
join us on a dive or two. For you divers 
who are currently in the service and 
may be assigned to Keesler, we would 
be pleased to have you join us. 


We readily admit that our waters may 
not be as choice as those of California. 
Florida. and certain other localities, but 
we have fish and our activities are as 
enthusiastic and interesting as any—any- 
where!!! >= 
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Special “Skin Diver” subscription 
blank on Page 20 
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DUILIO MARCANTE on the island of 
Nabi Tunb with a parrot fish. Photo by 
Hermann Heberlein. 














200 





1954 MODEL 


Brand New Divair Regulators 


. . » Factory Closeouts 





$3995 


These Regulators Include Built- 
in Safety Reserve — Brass Main 
Casting — Newest Type U. S. 
Rubber Neoprene Multiflex 
Hoses — Non-return Mouth- 
pieces. 


Exclusive Features 
Comparable To 
1955 Models 


These Divair Regulators are warranted 
to be free from defects in workman- 
ship and materials, and if given normal 
care will function properly and give 
excellent service. 


THIS IS A ONCE IN A LIFETIME 
CHANCE SO DON’T WAIT 


ORDER NOW! 


I have a complete stock of replacement 
parts for these 


DIVAIRS 


Postage paid within continental U. S. 


R. R. Orgain, 13 Briar Hill Rd. 
Montclair, N. J. 


| enclose $ (check, money order) 


for Divair ‘B’’ Regulators 
Name 
Street 


City Zone State 
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Specimen Collecting 
for 
Steinhart Aquarium 


By BILL MIXON 


On Saturday, August 13, a group of 
central California skin divers laid aside 
their spearguns in favor of a more scien- 
tific approach to the ocean’s inhabitants. 
The occasion was a dive held at Mission 
Beach just south of Carmel for the pur- 
pose of collecting specimens of marine 
invertebrates for The Steinhart Aquarium 
in San Francisco. 

The dive was announced to the various 
diving clubs in the area and interested 
divers were invited to participate. Re- 
sponse to the idea was very good and al- 
most 50 divers, complete with the usual 
mountains of equipment, showed up at 
the beach ready to wrestle most any kind 
of specimen the aquarium might need. 
Dr. Earl S. Herald, Curator of Aquatic 
Biology at Steinhart Aquarium and a 
well-known figure to central California 
divers, was on hand and explained that 
the aquarium needed specimens of ma- 
rine animals such as starfish, urchins, sea 
slugs, snails and whatever else happened 
to be sitting around on the ocean floor. 

Diving began shortly after noon and 
was carried out in three man groups in 
accordance with the “buddy system.” 
Snorkel divers covered the areas they 
could reach while scuba divers searched 
the deeper areas for the largest and 
healthiest looking specimens they could 
find. Dr. Herald joined the other divers 
in the water to help with the collecting 
while Walter Schneebeli, Collector for 
the aquarium, was kept busy putting the 
specimens into the tanks of the collect- 
ing truck. Movies were taken of the div- 
ing activities, some sequences of which 
are to be used on Dr. Herald’s television 
show, “Science in Action.” 

By about three o’clock the tanks con- 
tained about as many specimens as they 
could hold, so collecting was called to a 
halt and the truck started back to San 
Francisco to get the animals into the 
aquarium’s larger tanks. A few of the 
divers returned to the water to collect a 
few invertebrates such as abalone for 
their own use while others gathered in 
groups to discuss equipment and the 
day’s diving. 

Although no new scientific discoveries 
were made, everyone considered the dive 
a success and the divers went home with 
a more personal interest in the aquarium 
and a certain amount of satisfaction 
about having the results of their efforts 
on public display. >#» 


THIS NEW GAUGE 


Makes Lung Diving Safer! 


NO MORE GUESSING how muc ) air 
you have left underwater! Now, with 
MAR-MAC’s new SeAir Gauge, you 
will know ‘when to start for hone” 
and avoid tiring, surface swims >ack 
with heavy, empty tanks. Now you 
can plan deep dives and save ai- for 
proper decompression! Comp ete 
unit — gauge, hose and “O”’ ring 
assembly — fits quickly to any ‘ung 
with medical valve and yoke. Saves 


cost of reserve valve on spare bottles, 
Only $24.95. 
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CLEAR WATER from breathing hoses w 
MAR-MAC Non-Return Valves in y 
mouthpiece. Install in seconds without cut- 
ting hose! Only $3.00. 
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STOP FUMBLING WITH STRAPS. Get in and 
out of your lung harness in seconds with 
MAR-MAC Safe Dive Buckle. One hand 
operated emergency release! Only $1.65. 











All MAR-MAC accessories fully guaranteed 
Dealer inquiries invited 

TO MAR-MAC: Dept. SK-2. $______—. 
enclosed Ship following immediately, postpaid, with 
full instructions, under moneyback guarantee 
Se-Air Gauge, complete, $24.95 
Non-Return Valve Set, $3.00 
Safe Dive Buckle for 1’ webbing—2—2'/4" 
webbing. Either size, $1.65. 


NAME neil 
ADDRESS. — 


MAR-MAC INDUSTRIES 

















1453 REVERE AVE., HAYWARD, CALF. 
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TULSA DIVERS 
VISIT PACIFIC 


The story of how two Tulsans flew a 
3,000 mile round-trip recently to go 
spearfishing and skin diving for just one 
hour in the Pacific Ocean was told by 
one of the men who said he’d “do it 
again if I get the chance.” 

The pair flew to Los Angeles, drove to 
Wilmington and took a two-hour ride in 
acharter boat to Catalina Island. There 
they donned diving equipment and went 
exploring for 60 minutes. 


The two, Harry Lord, 28, and Harry 
E. Morris, 26, have a slight advantage 
over most Tulsans in such junkets. The 
roun’! trip cost them only $29.80. 


Both are employed at the American 
Airli:.es depot in Tulsa in the instrument 
over!'aul department. They can ride 
Ame: ican free of charge if a paying pas- 
sengir doesn’t “bump” them off some- 
wher 

Both are members of the Tulsa Divers, 
an organization of spearfishermen and 
unde: water fans, and said they made the 
Pacific trip in lieu of a planned diving 
expecition to Florida which fell through 
last summer. 

Loading up their air tanks, air regu- 
lators. weight belts and other equipment 
in Tulsa, Lord and Morris boarded a 
plane at 4:20 p.m. and arrived in Los 
Angeles about 11:15 p.m. 

There, they borrowed a car from 
Lord’s uncle and drove to Wilmington. 
Each paid $6.52 for a roundtrip ticket 
to the island. 

They never got within shooting range 
of any fish although they said “it was 
like diving in an aquarium full of them.” 


Rushed back mainland by the charter 
boat schedule, they went sightseeing sev- 
eral hours and caught a 7:15 p.m. Satur- 
day plane for home. >> 
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Cuba... 


BELL BOTTOM SNIPPERS 


By Edward E. Mann 
and Jim Pomranka 


During the Carribean cruise, the U.S.S. 
Tarawa CVS-40 anchored in Guantan- 
amo Bay, Cuba, and proceeded to give 
the crew liberty for the day. Our club 
had just been formed and hadn’t had a 
chance to get their feet wet, we called 
ourselves The Bell Bottom Snippers, we 
consisted of only five members. Even 
though our number was small we had 
big intensions. 

Only two of us had liberty that day, 
so Jim and I, with luck from the other 
members proceeded to Phillips Park, with 
anticipations of a full day of diving. 

The beach was below a cliff and there 
was a narrow dock about one hundred 
and fifty feet long, on which there were 
three ladders to get in and out of the 
water. 

The water was quite cold, compared 
to what I thought it would be, but the 
longer we stayed in the warmer it be- 
came. With the first dive we were breath- 
less and speechless to the wonderment 
and beauty that will always last as the 
biggest thrill of our lives. 

The bottom was covered by a multi- 
tude of plant life and rock formations, 


LADIES TAKE NOTE 
For the perfect XMAS give that 
favorite Skindiver a gift he will 
treasure always. Fashioned in 
beautiful SOLID STERLING SIL- 
VER you are giving him the gift 
that Skindivers everywhere are 
proudly wearing as their Na- 
tional Emblem. Remember that 
we guarantee your satisfaction 
or money back. Avoid the Xmas 
rush and send for yours today. 










City Zone State 
we JEWELRY All prices include Federal Tax. Add 3% tax in California. 
MANUFACTURERS 


GLYNN JEWELRY MANUFACTURERS 
520 E Street San Diego, California 


Please send me 

DO Tie Clasp $9.35 
CO Cuff Links $7.15 O 
0 Scatter Pins $2.75ea 
C1 Tie Bar & Cuff Links $11.55 My check is enclosed. 
Name 


all of a variety of color and shape. The 
back ground of water was a light blue 
gradually becoming darker in the dist- 
ance. I swam around on the surface, 
gazing at the bottom with its hundreds 
of colored fish. The fish were clustered 
around the rocks like birds in the trees, 
“brain coral” was in great abundance 
here. Nowhere have I seen beauty to 
match that of which I saw in this under- 
sea landscape. 

As I was cruising along the surface 
with Jim close on my heels, I spotted a 
“Hog Fish,” I dove down, and immedi- 
ately he took off. With powerful strokes 
of my fins, I slowly over took the fish, 
and when I was within ten feet, I fired! 
A good shot resulted in a speared fish, 
just behind the gills. I also took a small 
“Silver Jack” during this afternoon. 

I was quite disappointed when my 
underwater camera sprung a leak, and I 
was unable to take any pictures, but our 
memory will always carry a fuller pic- 
ture than we could capture with a camera. 

The beauty of this marine garden with 
its abundance of fish, coral and plant 
life, can never be duplicated in any other 
area of Cuba. In the near future, I hope 
to have an underwater movie to record 
the true color and beauty of which I 
missed before. >= 











Mailed Postpaid. 


C1 Tie Tacks $3.85 
Earrings $6.05 
(1 Lapel Emblems $3.85 
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SKINDIVE 


Select New Diving Locations \ 
with Complete Freedom 





Skindiving is more fun when you own a Cornelius 
portable air compressor. Enjoy new adventure 
and excitement in all locations with the assurance 
of unlimited air supply. 4 models available. All 
provide triple filtered ‘‘Country Fresh” air to 
pressures of 3000 pounds per square inch, 


IT’S EASY TO OWN A 
oumneliuls _ 

Me 

PORTABLE AIR COMPRESSOR O 


Sold by leading dealers everywhere 


Free folder gives complete 
description, write: 


THE CORNELIUS COMPANY 
Minneapolis 21, Minnesota 
562 39th Ave., N.E. 





O 


Cornelius Model 130R1401 
79 ibs. complete weight. 


SCOTTISH DIVER, Dave Stirling. entering the water with a Siebe Gorman Aqua-Lung. 
Photo submitted by Roger Bruce. 
a, t * 
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DIVING 
BY DON KNUDSEN with CLIFF ARTMAN 


One day last August my friend and] 
were just sitting around throwin. the 
bull, when he mentioned that he \ ished 
we had enough money to go to Moz terey 
Bay for some skin diving. I agreec with 
him, since it had been a few weeks since 
my last trip. 

We live in Concord, California, hich 
is 135 miles north of Carmel. As w: kept 
talking the bug grew, so we decid d to 
go 25 miles to the San Joaquin || iver, 
and do some lung diving, wher the 
water deepens to 100 ft. in the ch:nnel, 

We threw the gear in the Mode: “A? 
and took off. 

We arrived and in no time we wee 
in the water which had all of three i:ches 
visibility, we put on our depth gouges 
anyway. 

We swam out about halfway hoiding 
onto our rubber raft and dro) ped 
anchor, it seemed like it took a heck of 
a long time for that nylon line to stop 
unreeling. We checked our air, joined 
hands and sank, holding the anchor line. 

The color was yellowish for five feet 
then got a funny green which darkened 
rapidly. At fifteen feet we stopped and 
held our gauges up to our masks. we 
could hardly read them, from then on 
we sank ever so slowly, it was pitch 
black, you couldn’t see a fraction of an 
inch in any direction. Cliff started sing- 
ing into his mask and it made me feel 
a little at ease. Then a thought came into 
my mind. “What would happen if | lost 
the anchor line? We would spend the 
rest of our time looking for the surface.” 

At last we hit bottom. or so-called 
bottom. We sank into muck up to our 
knees, it was colder. 

Cliff suddenly stopped singing. we 
kicked the best we could and_ pulled 
down hard on the anchor line. slowlly. 
ever so slowly we came up, we were 
afraid to stop kicking, for fear that we 
would sink back down, our legs hurt 
from the icy muck, and hard pushing. 
At last we felt the warmer water on our 
legs. and knew we were out. 

At the surface we found that both of 
us were covered with black speckles. and 
were being watched from the shore by 
curious people. We tied a rag around 
the rope which entered the water straight 
up and down, swam to shore, rinsed of 
the mud, answered a few questions. and 
went home. 

After measuring the rope at home we 
found we were no deeper than forty -five 
feet. > 











St. Tho 


To al 
ditions 
us to n 
Savanal 
SUCCESS. 
fish ran 
to 25-]| 
of fun 
provide 

Due 
interest 
sary to 
porting 
teefs. | 
boats | 
to get | 
a dance 
one of 
success 
the pre 
son 10 

Plan: 
trip thr 
where 

In tk 
guests | 
and Dx 


. 
RTMAl 


nd | 
nthe 
\\ ished 
} terey 
«with 
S since 


hich 
«kept 
ded to 
liver, 
re the 
1 nnel, 
. “ 


wete 
i ches 
+ Ug 


o | ding 
yp» ped 
eck of 
0 stop 
joined 
r line. 

feet 
‘kened 
d and 

we 
en on 
pitch 
f an 
| sing: 
e feel 
e into 
1 lost 

the 
face.” 
called 


(> our 


o, Wwe 
pulled 
owlly, 
were 
it we 

hurt 
shing. 
nm our 


th of 
:. and 
re by 
round 
: ight 
| off 


and 


-five 











St. Thomas, V. I.... 
BLUE MANTAS 
By Gerard R. Nicholson 


To arouse interest we organized expe- 
ditions and chartered a cruiser to take 
us to nearby islands. Our first jaunt to 
Savanah Island with 18 members was a 
success. The catch was abundant with 
fsh ranging between the weights of 11- 
to 25-lbs. Nothing spectacular but lots 
of fun and good eating. Lots of sharks 
provided additional thrills. 

Due to the renewed and encouraging 
interest of the members we felt it neces- 
sary to provide better facilities for trans- 
porting members to and from fishing 
reefs. Several of the members owned 
boats but no outboard motors, we had 
to get one. To raise the necessary funds 
a dance we called Sea Wade was held at 
one of our local night clubs, with such 
success that the following day we were 
the proud owners of a brand new John- 
son 10 H.P. outboard Motor. 

Plans are under way for an extensive 
trip throughout the British Virgin Islands 
where fishing is out of this world. 

In the past we have had distinguished 
guests fishing in our waters, as Mel Fisher 
and ee Mathison from California, Vane 


MEMBERS OF the 
Blue Mantas after 
one of their outings. 
St. Thomas, Virgin 


Islands. 





JOSE SABINO, member of the Blue 


Mantas. with an 18-pound barracuda 
speared in Magens Bay, St. Thomas. Vir- 
gin Islands. 


Ivanovic from England and the well 
known movie actors William Holden and 
Dewey Martin who took time out from 


the filming of “The Proud and Profane” 


to take a crack at some fish. = 





Available Now...! 


The SPEARFISHERMAN 
FULL LENGTH 


Seamless - Pure Gum Rubber 


SKIN DIVING SUIT 


< 





st machine-made skin diving suit 
in the world 


The Spearfisherman Full Suit includes all 
the outstanding features that has made the 
Seamless Shortie such a hit. 


No seams to rip, tear or crack! 

Large (pleated) neck entry chute! 
Made of Pure Gum Latex Rubber, tough, 
rugged, lightweight! 
800° stretchability 
geon’s glove! 

Easy to get into! 
Outlasts two ordinary suits! 


- made like a sur- 


* e@8@ @ e080 


This is a one-piece full suit — full 
length — including HOOD, Full Length 
ARMS, and Full Length LEGS. 


The perfect suit for cold water or 
deep water diving. 


The revolutionary Machine Method of fab- 
ricating this full length suit guarantees a 


perfect seal fit, no rough edges, 100% 
waterproof — selling at a price every diver 
can afford... 
FULL SUIT 

Full length legs with feet — 

full length arms $54.95 
FULL SUIT 

Full length legs with feet — 

bicep seal short arms $39.95 
SHORTIE 

Thigh seal short legs — 

bicep seal short arms $24.95 


Two Sizes: Large and Small. 
Send your measurements with order. 





DEALERS: This is a hot item. 
Please Inquire! 


SPEARFISHERMAN 


7521 CLAY STREET 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CALIFORNIA 
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Hi Divers. 


AMATEUR and PROFESSIONAL 


© LOOK! 


COMPLETE KIT 
JUST $24.95 


WET SUIT KIT — Com- 

plete with all materials 

and instructions to make 

an insulated foam neo- 
prene full suit with hood and seven 
zippers. Reinforced seams. Custom- 
made to you. Fast on and off. Tough 
and durable. Dries in minutes. Choice 
of full jacket zipper or half jacket 
zipper as illustrated. Please send these 
measurements when ordering: Height, 
chest, waist, thigh, middle of neck to 
wrist, bicep, crotch to floor, Send 
check or money order, for $24.95, to 
SEAL LIFE, FOB San Pedro. No C.O.D. 


P. O. BOX 245, SAN PEDRO, CALIF. 

















FENJOHN-GOGGLER 


Choice of #120 or 70mm 
film. All controls. Will go 


as deep as the 
$675.00 


Flash will fit any 
camera 


Eight other underwater 
housings in stock $29.25 up 


DIVING EQUIPMENT—We have been using 
it for 28 years. Look through our catalogue 
for our choice of the best 


Dealers’ inquiries invited. 


FENJOHN 


Underwater Photo & Equipment Co. 
90 Cricket Ave., Ardmore, Pa. 


Send for free catalogue. 
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BOO REVIEW 


By R. K. AWTREY 


TREASURE-DIVING HOLIDAYS 
By Jane & Barney Crile 


This book is the saga of a skin diving 
family. It starts back in 1934 when there 
was just Jane and Barney and continues 
on to 1954, twenty years and four chil- 
dren later. Of course, all hands are 
divers. Their “holidays” take them to 
La Jolla, to the Mediterranean, and, 
where their most exciting adventures 
take place, to Florida and the Bahamas. 


The book is written in a style for popu- 
lar consumption rather than for just the 
diver; the authors (though Jane seems 
to have done all the work) tend to “oh” 
and “ah” quite a bit about the under- 
water scenery in an early chapter about 
La Jolla, but then this was their first 
real diving and undoubtedly we all felt 
the same way the first time we looked 
beneath the surface. Some of the descrip- 
tions, in addition to those about diving. 
are very cleverly written; for example, 
the Criles have this to say about prepar- 
ing octopus for the palate: “To tenderize 
it evenly you must brandish the dead 
octopus, holding it aloft Perseus with 
Medusa’s snaky head, and then hurl it 
again and again onto the stone flagging, 
so that the tentacles spread out and hit 
the pavement with a resounding slap. 
The guests of those who perform these 
feats, like the unfortunates who chanced 
to look at Medusa’s face, are emotion- 
ally, if not literally, turned to stone.” 


Much of the Criles’ diving was for 
actual treasure or at least for relics of 
the past, including amphorae, those great 
jugs used by the ancient Mediterranean 
peoples to ship liquids and grains. Their 
most interesting treasure-diving adven- 
ture. I thought, was around the wreck 
at Looe Key, Florida. No one down there 
knew how the key got its name or what 
was the name of the wreck. A little re- 
search was necessary. Fowey Rocks and 
Carysfort Light, they found, were both 
named for British men-o-war that were 
wrecked in the Florida Straits in the 
eighteenth century. And looking farther 
down the Admiralty List of eighteenth 
century ships they ran across the note: 
“HMS Looe — lost off Florida 1744 — 
Captain Ashby Utting—all hands saved.” 
Later, when the Criles were in England, 
they looked up the court-martial pro- 
ceedings of Captain Utting in the Ad- 
miralty Records. From these records 
they acquired the complete details of the 
grounding of Looe and also learned that 
the man-o-war had a prize with her 


“Tem OA 


“I do wish you'd stop wearing my diving 
shirt dear!” 


which sank a cable’s length to the west, 
The remnants of this vessel were then 
discovered exactly where described! 

In addition to being divers and treas 
ure hunters the Criles — or at leasi one 
of them is a master photographer, and 
the photos in the book, both above and 
below water, are excellent. In fact one of 
them captioned, “Winslow Homer clouds 
over our Bahamian sailboat,” would 
make a beautiful painting. 

This “One Man’s Family” of skin 
diving will appeal to all members oi the 
diving family. It’s a good book to read 
and one you will want to keep on your 


bookshelf. > 


CHOP TOP TRUNKS! 


CHOP TOP TRUNKS! 


" 


The hip-hugging low waist skin dive 
trunk for all day comfort. 
Red Check Dan River Cotton 
' Interlined Inner Supporter 
Hidden Change Pocket 
Side Zipper For Trim Fit 
sizes S$ (28-30), M (30-32), L (33-35 


ONLY $495 ppd. 


Also! Send 25¢ coin for PARR phe 
catalog of distinctive SKIN DIVER SWIM: 
WEAR (refunded with purchase). 


PARR OF ARIZONA 


BOX 294 PHOENIX, ARIZONA 











“GIVE THAT DIVER NEW GEAR FOR XMAS” 


DIVE N’ SURF 


During the notorized underwater operation 
at Marineland by Dr. H. George Blasdel, 
prominent Los Angeles surgeon, he chose a 
THERMOCLINE suit over all other suits 
made to provide him the maximum in 
warmth and comfort necessary. 


Photo by Gene Daniels taken at Marineland of the Pacific 


our “GIFT CERTIFICATES” ‘0: 


merchandise are always greatly appreciated. 


We carry a complete line of skin diving and surfing equipment, 
MASKS, GUNS, FINS, AQUA-LUNGS, AIR-MATS, SURFBOARDS, 
EXPOSURE SUITS, WEIGHTS, POWERHEADS, SNORKLE TUBES, 
EV. 


The Thermocline is now available in three striking new 
colors of durable neoprene. Marine Green, Golden Yel- 
low, Fire Red. 


Veteran divers all agree THERMOCLINE neoprene exposure suits 
designed and manufactured by DIVE N’ SURF are unequaled in 
quality, workmanship, materials and design. Now available in colors: 
Marine Green, Golden Yellow, Fire Red, and Bat Ray Black. 


All suits custom tailored to fit your specific measurements and needs. 
Unconditionally guaranteed against defects in construction or materials. 
THERMOCLINE neoprene exposure suits provide you with the maxi- 
mum in entry ease, durability, comfort and warmth at minimum cost. 


FULL Suits 


SHORTY 
HOOD, BOOTS AND ZIPPERS AVAILABLE 


Save money by assembling your own THERMOCLINE suit. Kits include 
all materials plus detailed instructions for assembling. Thermocline 
kits are pre cut to your specific measurements. 


THERMOCLINE KITS $2 9 30 


Send for FREE sample of THERMOCLINE neoprene suit material plus 
measuring instructions sheets for your order today! 


Delight that SCUBA Diver with our AIR REFILL CERTIFICATE. 
Save approximately $5.00 over normal 12 tank refill cost. 
FREE! Come in now for your LOBSTER MEASURING GAUGE. 


223 H A ( th il) 
DIVE N’ SURF Phone: FRontier 9.1473 ° row te fo, California 
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Aqua-Lung Regulators 
10 Only 


Sale Price $39.95 


(Cousteau-Gagnan process) 














Slightly used — 6 months guarantee 


Doug Hoskin says — 


our store. 





stocks are the biggest anywhere. 
tremendous volume saves you $$. 





Fellows, these are just a few of the honest 
to goodness values to be found here at 
Come on down and browse 
through our big store and see all the best 
equipment on display under one roof. Our 


Pre-Christmas 
INVENTORY CLEARANCE! 
SPECIALS! 


We have just finished our inventory and have 
decided to close out certain new and used items 
Sale starts December Is¢ 
on first come, first serve basis. 


from our large stocks. 












18 only, New and Used Bottles, 70 cu. 
with and without reserve 

7 only, Big Name Arbalete Type Guns.. 

13 only, CO2 Guns, each... 

14 only, Full Length Seamless Suits, ‘each. > 

16 prs. only, Swim Fins (Shoe Type), per pr Se Bee 
TERMS AVAILABLE — 


10% down, 1 yr. 


ft., SALE PRICE 
oe $45.00 
14.95 
34.50 
19.95 
6.95 


on Balance 





Our 


LYLE A. HOSKIN & SON 


WATER SPORTS EQUIPMENT 
1220 West Coast Highway * Newport Beach, Calif 


Open Saturday and Sunday 








































Los Angeles County .. . 


UNDERWATER INSTRUCTORS 
CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 


Code of Ethics 


The Los Angeles County program for 
the certification of underwater instruc- 
tors is aimed at developing the highest 
possible standards in an education pro- 
gram for the general public. To help 
obtain these standards, we are requir- 
ing all individuals instructing under the 
sanction of County certification to ad- 
here to the following code of ethics. Pub- 
lic classes operated in violation of this 
code are not County certified and the 
official County Certificate of Completion 
will not be issued to members of such a 
class. 

Continued violations of this code of 
ethics will result in the suspension of a 
Los Angeles County certified instructor. 

An instructor shall always act in the 
best interests of his students whether or 
not commercial gain be forfeited by such 
action. 

No class in the training of skin diving 
that falls below the minimum of six 
hours shall be recognized. No student 
shall be certificated or advised to dive 
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unless the instructor feels that the neces- 
sary ability is present. 

No class in the training of SCUBA 
diving shall be recognized that falls be- 
low the minimum of six hours. At least 
two hours should be devoted to informa- 
tion on diving physics, physiology. water 
safety, equipment, and oceanography. At 
least three hours should be devoted to 
practical exercise work in the water. 
There should be at least three different 
sessions with sufficient intervening time 
to allow students to digest instruction, 
develop questions concerning their indi- 
vidual problems, and accomplish some 
outside reading on SCUBA diving. No 
student shall be certificated or advised to 
dive unless the instructor feels that the 
necessary ability is present. 

All instructors should arrange for stu- 
dents to make their first ocean dives with 
an experienced diver. This can be ac- 
complished by referring the student to a 
recognized club. 


An instructor shall not advocate any 
trade name or brand of product. His in- 
struction should be completely objective 
and based upon the good of the student 
diver. 


An instructor shall not allow any of 
the certificates, emblems, or materials of 
his own certification to be used in a 
commercial manner nor to represent a 


1960 OLYMPICS 


When the sport of Underwater Spear- 


fishing was recognized as a National 
A.A.U. sport in November, 1954, the In- 


ternational Underwater Spearfishing As- 
sociation started an investigation into 
the possibility of its inclusion as an 
Olympic sport at the 1956 Olympic 
Games in Australia. A letter outlining 
these plans was mailed to 22 countries 
and individuals intensely interested in 
advancing the pastime of skin diving and 
the sport of underwater spearfishing. 


Investigation showed that nearly three 
years are required for a new sport to 
pass the proper committees before being 
accepted in the Olympics by the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee. This auto- 
matically rules out an Underwater Spear: 
fishing section at the 1955 Pan-Ameri- 
can Games and the 1956 Olympics. !low- 
ever, the first steps have been taken and 
with underwater spearfishing expanding 
so rapidly, the underwater spearfishing 
organizations of the United States may 
be able to host the Underwater Spear- 
fishing teams from abroad at the | 960 
Olympics. = 


training program that is not sanctioned 
by the Los Angeles County Underwater 
Recreation Program. >» 
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Pennsylvania... 

MARINE EXPLORATION SOCIETY 
By William D. Neuman 

Our group was organized early last 
February with about eight members, at 
preset the membership is about 45. 
Meetings are held at the Germantown 
YMCA, every Tuesday evening at 8:00 
pm. Business meetings are every-other 
week. After the meetings, we use the 
facilities of the Y’s pool for testing equip- 
ment and general swimming. 

W. stress safety. Our motto: “No one 
will «ver dive alone.” 

October 23 was the date of our first 
big «cep sea trip. We chartered a boat, 
the skipper, manned by Captain Bill 
Stiles. out of Stone Harbor, N. J. 

Tle day was beautiful, sea calm, tem- 
perat re about 68°F. The catch included 
sever.) anchors, a rod and reel, a good 
size ‘obster, the discovery of a wreck, 
and »h yes, 10 fish. = 


California... 
EBBTIDERS 
By Harold Gustafson 

A Sea Angel picnic would tempt a 
Rom.:n emperor from his grave. Their 
large vats of delicious punch and broilers 
full of food were ample for eighty men, 
women, and children who stimulated 
appelites with softball, volley ball, and 
various other form of human_idiosyn- 
(Tasi's. 

Our club president, Dewayne Wilson, 
keeps violating all rules of sportsmanship 
and continues to take top honors on all 
trips. His latest achievement being a 
twenty one pound sheepshead taken off 
Catalina. This still does not top our club 
sheepshead record of twenty eight pounds 
taken at Laguna by Don Gottchalk. 

The Ebbtiders wish to thank the Bot- 
tom Bandits, Sea Angels, Ab Grabbers, 
Southern California Skin Divers, Sons of 
the Beaches, Los Angeles Neptunes, In- 
ternational Skin Divers, Barracudas, and 
the Long Beach Neptunes for their Coun- 
cil booth assistance at the Pan Pacific 
motor show. 


Round Trip Across The Pacific 

California’s prized sportfish, the alba- 
core, which suddenly appears off the 
Southern California coast in mid-July 
and disappears again in September, may 
be making a round trip across the Pa- 
cific Ocean during the period it is gone 
from these shores. 

This possibility came to light recently 
with the recovery off California of an 
albacore tagged by the Department of 
Fish and Game in almost the same 
spot 1114 months before. 

Previously four California-tagged al- 
bacore had been recovered by Japanese 
fishermen—two off Japan and two in 
mid-Pacific. One of these fish had been 
tageed at the same time and place as the 
one just recovered off California, and 
had been at sea six months—just half 
the ‘ime it took the California recovery 
to get back to the original tagging spot. 
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Includes chapters on: 
Equipment 
Safety and rescue 
Search 
Spear Fishing 
Underwater Photography 
Scientific Collecting 
Marine Life 
History of Diving 
Underwater Signals 
Marine Exploring lie 
Depth and Pressure 

Time Tables 
Compression and Decom- 

pression Charts 
With a special chapter for 
the advanced diver who 
plans a diving expedition. 











Balsubmare Council 


Dance a Success 
By LAURA STURGILL 


According to all the reports I have 
received, the Balsubmare Dance was a 
success . . . and we also made money. 
We couldn’t miss with that wonderful 
club the Long Beach Neptunes helping 
like they did on the decorations. Henry 
del’Giudice with his clever ideas 
there were at least 300 fish hanging in 
mid-air, by the end of the dance they 
were all gone. The Neptunes all came 
in marine costumes . . . real live looking 
lobsters, octopus, starfish, etc. 

My sincere thanks to the Sea Angels 
for the terrific job of cleaning up after 
the dance. They enjoyed themselves so 
much that they have already volunteered 
to act as the clean up committee on the 
next dance. Our thanks to . . . the King- 
fishers, how smooth they handled the 
check room . . . Jim Auxier and Chuck 
Blakeslee for their publicity . . . Bob 
Ferris for the wonderful plug on the 
dance on his KNX news... Jerry 
Thomas, my co-chairman, for his untir- 
ing efforts . . . Dot and Gene Davies for 
their valuable assistance . . . Bill Walker 
who made the posters . . . and above all 


good set of underwater signals listed. 


$3.50 at all bookstores 
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“A real skin diver’s book. 
The author knows what 
he is talking about.”’* 


SKIN DIVING 
AND UNDERWATER 


EXPLORING 


By JOHN SWEENEY. A professional frogman 
with experience in nearly all the waters of the 
world, gives you veteran’s advice on all aspects of 
skin diving and underwater exploring. 


HENRY S. MONCRIEF*’, in Skin Diver, says: “An 
authoritative, practical and easy-to-read factual 
book ... the history of diving is most enlightening. 
His recounting of the trouble one gets into under- 
water is very informative and excellent advice ... 


. . . His chap- 


ter on rescue and safety is very much needed .. . 
has an easy, intimate way of telling you.” 
Illustrated with 8 pages of photographs. 


McGRAW-HILL 


New Jersey... 
AQUADUNKERS 
By Philip T. Scola 


As the season of ocean diving came 
to a close Jersey Aquadunkers squeezed 
in some cool weekend trips to the jet- 
ties off Rhode Island and then moved to 
indoor waters for the winter. The longest 
week-end trip was to Martha’s Vineyard, 
Mass., where the Northeast Council of 
Diving Clubs held a contest which, 
though not productive in fish caught, was 
interesting in locale and pleasant in com- 
pany. Other two-day trips to Watch Hill 
and Pt. Judith, Rhode Island were worth 
the long drives since the availability of 
blackfish and the clarity of the water 
were big improvements over the New 
Jersey shore conditions. 

Through the winter swimming will be 
confiined to the Paterson, N. J., Y.M.C.A. 
pool where the Diving Jets of Paterson 
will join with the Aquadunkers in Friday 
night swims. Club meetings will be held 
on the second Monday of each month 
during the winter at the Cliftonia in 
Clifton, N. J. >= 





the wonderful firms and people who 
donated such terrific prizes: Dive and 
Surf, Kerrs, D. L. Davis Co., Owen 
Churchill, Riviera Swim School, Jen 
Loven, Pickwick, Marty Laidiner, Mel 
Fisher, Jerry Thomas, John Hayden and 
Wefco. >» 














Illinois ... 
CHICAGO SUBMARINE 
EXPLORATION GROUP 
By Vern Pedersen 

The last few months, our club has 
devoted all its activities to locating 
new and better diving sites, making and 
procuring new equipment, and a little 
work on our constitution. Some of the 
finer locations we found were: a few 
Chicago suburban quaries; Sturgeon Bay, 
280 miles north of Chicago and lined 
with wrecks and reefs; and 2 uncharted 
wrecks, Bob Monohan spotted from the 
air, on a clear day, between Chicago and 
Milwaukee. 

The new equipment we’re working on 
includes; a decompression chamber, 
which will enable us to simulate dives 
up to 500 ft.; a sea sled, for locating 
the above wrecks; and Ron is building 
a re-breather, the 4-hour type, although, 
more compact than most. 

Thanks to new camera equipment, we 
now have some good movies and excel- 
lent stills. Chuck Napravnick got some 
beautiful movies of Frank, Bob, and Ron 
spearing Rays, while on their vacation 
in Florida. Although even here in Chi- 
cago, Jims’ Leica, Rons’ Robot, and 
Dicks’ Loggerhead prove that good pic- 
tures can be taken, even in our Lake 
Michigan soup. 

A final word of welcome to our new 
members, Frank Popovitz, Fred John- 
stone, Gil Hurguia, and John Susin. All 
swell fellas and we're lucky to have 
them. = 














NEW PRODUCTS | 


International Trades of Montreal, Can- 
ada, has several new items for the coming 
Number 
one on their list is a rubber suit molded 


season and cold water divers. 


in one piece, their suit can be ordered to 
your specifications and color, plus a dif- 
ferent twist, the suit comes in neoprene 
or rubber, whichever you prefer. Also on 
their list is a new swim mitt and a mitt 
with only one finger for the extreme cold 
waters. A wrist seal to connect the suit 
with the mitt is also on their agenda. 





New Cornelius Compressor, Model 


130R1500, 3000 Psi 


“The Spearfisherman” announces a 
new suit. This company which started 
with the shortie one piece, seamless, ‘atex 
underwater diving suit, an item that js 
three times larger than any other atex 
product manufactured, now announces a 
full suit of the same material. The new 
suit has full arms, legs, boots and !:.ood, 
it comes in two sizes and has a front catry, 
Machine made, the suit employs a ur ique 
feature in that there are no seams and 
being made of latex it has a high point 
of stretchability. 


New Cornelius Compressor. Model 
130R1500, 3000 PSI. The new com ores. 
sor has a capacity of 1.75 cubic feei per 
minute of free air and a rated discl:arge 
pressure of 3000 pounds per square inch, 
It will charge an air tank to rated pres 
sure about three times as fast as the 
model 32R1500 compressor. Overall 
height is 17 inches. The complete assem. 
bly includes compressor, oil filter and 
moisture separator, self-resealing relief 
valve, 0-4000 PSI pressure gauge, an: an 
integral 100-220 volt 60 cycle AC electric 
motor. Both the compressor and motor 
are air cooled and a convenient carrying 
handle is located at the top of the fan 
guard. Total weight of the compressor is 
38 pounds. 





Write: 


TOLEDO, OHIO 


Distributors for 
U.S. DIVERS 
HEALTHWAYS 





Aqua Products 


2009 MONROE STREET 


DEALERS! 


WE CAN FURNISH YOU WITH A HIGH PRESSURE COMPRESSOR 
LIKE THE ONE PICTURED AT ABSOLUTELY NO EXPENSE TO 
YOU, EXCEPT SHIPPING. 
TO FIVE MINUTES TO 2500 PSI. 


FILLS STANDARD TANK 





IN FOUR 
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California... 
OAKLAND EEL’S 


By Roy Bridges 
Our hats off to the Aqua Addict’s in 






















































® 

: Ce ‘s 
—— Morro Bay, California. Through their @ LY | q 
meee ¢ clubs efforts, a very enjoyable and suc- 
seal cessful contest was held in Morro Bay 
s, ‘ater 4 ™ Sept. 25th. There could be no im- _— 
~* )°* B provement whatsoever on anything con- 
that is § nected with the contest. The rules, 
r latex § awards, scales, access to water, etc., 
inves af seemed to meet 100% with everybodys ... the book critics 
he new § satistaction. Another thing is the very 


have called the best 
yet published on 


SKIN DIVING! 


Here are the reasons: 


| hood, § frien‘ly attitude of the whole town to- 
t catry, | ward skin divers. As to diving itself, the 
urique § visibility wasn’t too good. You just had 
to dc a lot of bottom hunting in order to 
try and keep in the running. Here’s hop- 
ing there is a contest in Morro Bay every 
year 

O:r club has been diving at least once 
a week at Pedro Point. The location of 


ns and 
1 \oint 











Model Sdro Point is 13 miles north of Half SEA full, up-to-date information on the EQUIPMENT description of historical 
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» inch, | our “roup from there was a 14-lb. 14-oz. techniques. f° itil Sa 

J re Cab rag ping peep nce to er MYSTERY plenty of it — tales of At- CLUBS the value of clubs; complete list, 
: the the « her HSN a out t iree to one. | ost o lantis, monsters; Indian legends; giant with state and local spearfishing regula- 
thee the « iving Is done in about 20- to 25-ft. squid; why Japanese pearl divers work tions. 

“ a dept with about 4- to 6-ft. visibility, bare-chested. BUILD IT YOURSELF details of equip- 
relief and consists entirely of bottom hunt- AQUA-LUNG the most complete cov- ment you can build yourself. 

nd an ™S- erage; detailed line drawings of regu- 302 pages packed with 428 illustrations. 
lectrie HL. lators and valves; trouble-shooting. 

motor f SAFETY explanation of how diving acci- 


oe ge. ee At all Book and 
rrying § sTaATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MAN- dents happen and how to prevent them. dive Sporting Goods Stores $495 
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she: OF AUGUST 24, 1912, AS AMENDED BY ILFRED FUNK, INC. 153 E. 24th St., New York 
THE ACTS OF MARCH 3, 1933, AND 
JULY 2, 1946 (Title 39, United States Code, 
Section 233) 
Of THE SKIN DIVER, published monthly at 
Lynwood, California, for November, 1955 
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Publisher, The SKIN DIVER, P.O. Box 128, 
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son, “ompton, Calif. 


2. The owner is: (If owned by a corpora- 
tion, its name and address must be stated 1S PROUD TO ANNOUNCE 
and so immediately thereunder the names 
and ddresses of stockholders owning or 
holding 1 percent or more of total amount of 
stocl If not owned by a corporation, the 0 
names and addresses of the individual owners 
must be given. If owned by a partnership or 
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None. Soft, Warm, Comfortable 
4. Paragraphs 2 and 3 include, in cases . 
where the stockholder or security holder ap- Foam Neoprene 
pear upon the books of the company as 
trustee or in any other fiduciary relation, the Cold Water Diving Suit 
hame of the person or corporation for whom ° ‘i 
Such trustee is acting; also the statements in 
the two paragraphs show the affiant’s full Dealers from Coast to Coast 
knowledge and belief as to the circumstances 
and «onditions under which stockholders and or write 


security holders who do not appear upon the 
books of the company as trustees, hold stock 
and securities in a capacity other than that 
of a bona fide owner. 





NGINEERING 
EVELOPMENT 
ORPORATION 


aN. The average number of copies of each 
issue of this publication sold or distributed, 
thre gh the mails or otherwise, to paid sub- 
scribers during the 12 months preceding the 
date shown above was: (This information is 
required from daily, weekly, semiweekly, and 
triw-ckly newspapers only.) 





Suits for Men & Women 


JAMES J. AUXIER, Edi 
Sworn to aa ron Me oe mel oo 305 american trust company bldg from 
28th day of October, 1955. ; : ; $35.00 to $99.00 
[SEAL] VERN B. STONE. berkeley 4 - california 
= My commission expires Aug. 16, 1959. ‘ 
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XMAS SPECIAL 
#1123 PIRELL! VULCANIZED $70 
DRY RUBBER SUIT 


Long Arms and Legs, Boots and Hood 
(The suit “~~ Navy uses) 


F.O.B., N.Y. 


FREE WITH EACH ORDER 
#"M" U. S. DIVERS 8 Ib. WEIGHT BELT and 
#”’DUC 1” DESCO UNDERWATER COMPASS 
(Used by Navy Frogmen) 








Send 15¢ for Our Latest JUMBO CATALOG 
Money refunded on first order 
Clubs given special consideration 


‘CENTRAL @ZSKINDIVERS 


adi) 





160-09 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica 32, L. |., N. Y. 











AUTONOMOUS DIVING 
Every week-end at Catalina! 
. Sail on the fast, specially equipped 
40 ft. cruiser 


“SEA DUCE” 


Supervised by Expert “Aqua-lung” Technicians 
Leave Wilmington Saturday or Sunday by 
Reservation or Charter, 7:30 A.M 
For further information ask for Sam at 
GRanite 7-0884 or Bill, EXbrook 9-0873 

















For Skin & Scuba Diving 
SPORTLAND 


406 South Lake Pasadena, California 


Certified Air 
Open Mon. G Fri. Till 9:30 


SY. 6-6505 














MARIN ARCHERY COMPANY 
Complete Skin Divers Equipment 
ALL LUNGS o AIR REFILLS 
DRY SUIT, $39.00 CREDIT ARRANGED 
1444 FOURTH GL 4-8016 


SAN RAFAEL CALIFORNIA 














IN HAWAII IT’S 


VAL'S aqua sports 


2401 Kalakaua, Honolulu 
Surf Arcada Bidg. Phone 91057 














FRANK EICHOLTZ SPORTING 
GOODS 
4052 El Cajon Bivd. San Diego, Calif. 
ATwater 3-2059 
Certified Air — Aqua-Lung Refills 


Lungs—EDCO Suits—10% down payment 
Complete Skin Diving. Accessories 
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Texas... 
THE INLAND DIVING 
ASSOCIATION OF FORT WORTH 
By Scotty McLemore 

Our club was organized in April of 
1955. We now have forty members, all 
of which own diving gear. 

We usually dive each Sunday at near 
by Possum Kingdom Lake. We have 
access to several large lakes, Possum 
Kingdom being the clearest. 

At our last meeting members brought 
wives and friends and we had a barbecue 
dinner and some movies taken by one of 
our underwater camera enthusiasts. A fter- 
wards we held an election of officers. 

A number of our members are becom- 
ing interested in underwater photography 
and a few have made their own camera 
cases. © 





California... 
AQUA FAMILIAS 
by Jake Frazier 

Thanks to Carl Dalton, owner of the 
40-foot charter boat the “Herbie Too”, 
who so generously donated a trip to Cata- 
lina as one of the prizes in last years skin 
diving derby, we as a club, and a few 
guests were able to spend a marvelous 
day of diving. 

Harry Yamamoto (a guest) got a nice 
12-Ib. bull lobster, Cliff Worden (another 
guest) shot a big Angel shark. Dottie and 
I each got two bugs and I lost my gun 
in deep water when the wish-bone broke. 
While diving with Pat Harrellson, Dottie 
shot a 70-lb. Bat ray which Pat previously 
found, and which eased the long trip 
back to the boat by giving them a free 
tow. Donny Gath, age broke into 
skin diving by getting Ry ‘first ab, an 
8'2-incher at that. Lots of small fish, and 
Abalone were taken by the others on 
board. 

Good luck to all you “Bug Snatchers”. 
We hope that you have better luck than 
the “Aqua Familias” have had so far this 
season. >> 





California ... 
SEA DOGS 
By Phil Nicholson 

The Sea Dogs held their monthly wet 
meets at Peggys Inn and The Caves, La 
Jolla. The water at Peggys Inn was fairly 
clear with visibility of about eight feet. 
We took quite a few bugs and abs but 
no fish were taken. The next day some 
of the members went to the Casa Da 
Manana. Here we took three bugs, a few 
abs, and three cabazone. The water was 
clear with visibility of twenty feet. After 
the dive, everyone gathered around 
Wally Glynn’s charcoal stove and gourged 
themselves with hamburgers and beans. 
Everyone turned out at The Caves and 
we didn’t waste any time getting in the 
water, which was like ice. 

Jim Hagedorn speared a world’s record 
vellowtail on August 22, off Alligator 
Point, La Jolla, only to have the title 
taken away from him by Al Larson a few 
days later. Jim’s mossbunker weighed in 
at 48-pounds and he didn’t use floatation 
gear. Larson’s big yellow weighed 56% 
pounds. = 





Just Published! 


“SHALLOW WATER DIVING 
and SPEARFISHING 


By Hilbert Schenck, Jr. and Henry Kencall 


A completely new book, with all the very 
latest information about equipment and 
techniques that have been develope: in 
the last five years for: 


prerers oe ——— Self. 
© the 
ces cenaetbes ing 
FE tavipment and 
Nesseaced 


4 
R addition to ready made D non now e vail- 


able, there are many practical hints on e,uip- 
& ment you can make. 260 pages, Illustrate: At 

























your bookstore or divers’ supply dealer or send 
$4.00 and we will ship it postpaid. 


CORNELL MARITIME PRESS, Cambridge, Maryland 








THE 
Wrist Seal 


DESIGNED BY 
DICK FERG 
$5.95 
FOR CREATING A 
WATER-TIGHT SEAL 
BETWEEN RUBBER 
SUIT AND RUBBER 
GLOVES 


















A PRODUCT OF 
THE 

SPEARFISHING 
SUPPLY CO. 


87-10 92nd St. 
Woodhaven 21, N. Y. 











42’ DIVING CRUISER 


MARAY 


Fully Equipped For Comfortable 
DIVING AND CRUISING 


FEATURES INCLUDE: 


RIGID ——— LADDERS 
SCUBA REFILLING 
SHIP TO SHORE RADIO 
DIESEL POWERED 
6 BUNKS 


DINGHY 
WINTER CHARTER RATE $85.00 
Owner-Skipper Mart Toggweiler 


Phone: HEmlock 4-9664 (A.M.) 
Long Beach, Calif. 











SEATTLE SKIN DIVING 
HEADQUARTERS 
Aqua-Lungs & Refills 

Pirelli, Seal & Bel-Aqua Suit 
Masks & Fins & Guns 


Puget Sound Divers Co. 


2520 WESTLAKE AVE., NO. 
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
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Nationally Famous 
SKIN DIVER TRUNKS 


Approved by SO Experts SKIERS & SKIN DIVERS 2 Pe. Longjohns 


JANTZEN’S SPEARFISHER- 
MAN... Style SP. Tested ye oH 


.@e 
w ss oe 
i. 


and Approved by 30 Ex- 
perts. The Zip-Off Trunks 
with elasticity in waist 
insure adaptable waist 
fit. Tough, durable, will 
last for years. Camou- 
flage colors with rope 
attoched for securing 
equipment. Colors: Navy, 
Green, Brown and Red. 


nntecen 


THE PIONEERS IN SWIMMIN , 
° a 
. 


~ Ba ® 25%, Wool * 75%, Cotton 









SKIN DIVER’S APPAREL 


SCARCE WOOLEN UNDERWEAR 
Sure Protection Against Cold 
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Light and Warm 
Shirt or Pants 
Ea. $2.50, Set $5.00 


® 50%, Wool 5 fh 
50°, Nylon | oe: 
Lightest * Warmest 1 4 
Shirt or Pants Py OES 
Each $5.00, Set $10.00¥ 1 


RICHARDS 


NEW YORK’S LARGEST 


SPEARFISHING CENTER 
233 W. 42d St. Dept. SK-1,N. Y. 36 





[) Free Catalog on French Imports 
Longjohns 


[) Jantzen’s Trunks *SP 
| Put My Name on Permanent List. . 
.| For New Item * (Price) 





SEND ME THE FOLLOWING POST PAID: 
i has eee a GS sends 
C2 @ Shirt $2.50 1] @® Pants $2.50 [ © Shirt $5.00 [] © Pants $5.00 
5.95 PPd. Waist Size 
25¢ 


NAME 


Color ADDRESS 





CITY 





Enclosed find check or money order 
(No COD’s) 


tS 


IN FREE CATALOG 
of FRENCH IMPORTS 








1. 1 Hr. Positive Reserve 

Aqua Lung $125.00 
2. 2 Hr. Dble. Tank and 

Reserve 200.00 
3. VOIT CAMERA CASE 

Fits Most Any Camera 6.95 
4. SNORKAIR 39.50 
5. NATASCOPE—Aquo- 

lung full face mask 37.50 
6. Clog Proof Depth 

Gauges—120 Ft. 1.25 
7. Clog Proof Depth 

Gauges—300 Ft. 2.45 
8. Watch Case 7.95 
9. Underwater Watch and 

Stop Watch—Special Price 
10. Seamless Latex Long 

2 pc. Suit 35.00 
11. Seamless Latex Long 


2 pc. Suit—with Hood 


and Boots 39.95 
12. Champion Deluxe 
Mask 4.95 
13. Cyrano Mask 4.95 
14. Squale Snorkel 1.95 
15. Hawaiian Sling 4.95 
— er Ee oma 


ZONE STATE_ 








Illinois... 
CHICAGO AQUA VENTURERS 
By Robert Hill 


The pleasant diving days have ended 
here in Chicago, as the dropping water 
temperature is causing more and more 
leaky rubber suits to come out of moth- 


balls. 


Of course, the water doesn’t bother 
our treasurer, Jack Diedrich, a one time 
member of the Polar Bear Club, who will 
go out any day of the year in his bathing 
trunks and have a good swim before he 
is ready to call it quits. 


Jack, along with our President Ray 
Marcus, George Iverson, Don Stanley, 
Hank Benarski, and others, went to Lake 
Geneva last week, while another group 
led by Frank Zadawski went about 300 
miles further north into Michigan to ex- 
plore some new territory. 


During the winter months we spend 
Monday and Wednesday nights at a 
large pool in a local high school. Here 
we play water polo, underwater hockey, 
also have underwater races and endur- 
ance swims. A bull session usually fol- 
lows the swim and members talk over 
anything and everything pertaining to 
diving. We also laugh over our many 


adventures which happened as far north 
as Seaver Island and as far south as the 
Florida Keys and the Bahama Islands. > 


Rhode Island... 


R. I. UNDERWATER 
SPEARFISHING CLUB 


By Albert Point 


The Rhode Island Underwater Spear- 
fishing Club team, Tom Morrison, Daniel 
Prescott and myself, placed third in the 
East Coast Spearfishing Championships 
last July 10th. We were a few pounds 
from second place. 

Morrison holds large fish honors so 
far this year with a 32-lb. striped bass. 
He and I were members of last year’s 
third place team also. Dan Prescott won 
a meet at Martha’s Vineyard, Mass. last 
September, sponsored by the North East 
Council of Diving Clubs. He will be sent 
to Florida for a week. 

Club member Carl Thornton won a 
third place trophy at the Watch Hill 
individual championships, Westerly, R. I. 
last August. 

Our Club co-sponsored the East Coast 
Championships this year. Our members 
worked very hard furnishing a staging 
area and transportation over a mile of 
water for approximately two hundred 
people. Incidentally, the experiments 
started last March with rebreathers, by 
Morrison, Prescott and myself, have re- 
sulted that, in our opinion, they are an 
unstable unit, except with the most expert 
use. We do not advocate their use by 
our club members. > 
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New York... 
BELL AQUA CLUB 
by Robert L. Smith 


With the many new members added to 
our roll we still acclaim the largest mem- 
bership in Western New York. We are 
striving to keep it that way by having 
club functions at a local Y.M.C.A. indoor 
pool. 

I imagine that every aqua club in the 
first two or three years of existence have 
met with the problem of club liability. 
What happens if John Doe dives down to 
60-ft. with a faulty Scuba and never re- 
turns to the top for a refill? Does his 
wife or family have a law suit against 
you, the club officers, members of the 
club as a whole? This question alone is 
one that can be debated for hours in a 
club meeting, with no real satisfaction 
being arrived at. 

The Bell Aqua Club has solved this 
problem by making up a liability state- 
ment to be signed by each member be- 
fore he can take part in any club activity. 
The form states that the signer is aware 
of the possible risks and hazards involved 
in diving and holds harmless the Club 
and members for any accidents that may 
occur. We believe Aqua Club members 
will appreciate this elimination of respon- 
sibility before they even start on their 
road to safer and better underwater 
swimming. >> 

















REGULATORS REPAIRED 


AQUA-LUNG REPAIRS G REFILLS 


CERTIFIED AIR SERVICE 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


SAN DIEGO 
DIVERS SUPPLY 


4042 MIDWAY DRIVE AC 2-7021 
Complete Financing Available on all SKIN DIVING Equipment 





SAN DIEGO 10, CALIF. 














Christmas Shoppers !! 


IT’S EASY to buy your lung at 
UNDERWATER SPORTS SHOP 


DESCO — AQUA-LUNG — DIVAIR — SCOTT — NORTHILL 


NO DOWN PAYMENT 


21 months to pay 


UNDERWATER SPORTS SHOP 


5914 E. 2nd Street, Long Beach 3, Calif. @ Phone: HEmlock 37575 @ Open Sundays 


























VIRGIN ISLANDS 


“SKIN DIVERS’ PARADISE” 
SKIN DIVERS 


will find special rates 
at spearfishermen’‘s 
headquarters 


TRADE WINDS HOTEL 
on beautiful Brewers Bay 
P.O. Box 1242 


SAINT THOMAS — 


Aqua-Lungs—Hydro Pak—Divair 
Underwater Cameras 
for sale or for rent 
TANKS REFILLED 
Most complete stock of 
Underwater equipment in the 
Caribbean 


C. & M. CARON 
P.O. Box 315 


U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 











New York... 
LONG ISLAND DOLPHINS 


By Al Hoffman 


The death of two unattached Ney 
Yorkers with SCUBA this summer has 
given rise to a safety committee in our 
club to study preventative mea ures 
against further occurences. We found 
this to be a large undertaking, sc we 
invited clubs in the local area to join 
us in the forming of an East Coast S ifety 
Council. The response has been heart 
warming and we now have tentative »lans 
for a National Safety Council. *fany 
helpful suggestions have come from < lubs, 
“Ys”, Red Cross chapters, etc., from -oast 
to coast and we welcome more. We 
have started an instructors SCUBA 
course where qualified and_ interested 
people will be shown how to teach diving 
and SCUBA properly. At the end of 
the course they will go out to the local 
“Ys”, scout troups, etc. and give instruc. 
tions with heavy emphasis on_ safety, 
The NYC Police and Fire Depts. have ex- 
pressed interest in sending some of their 
personnel to these courses. As the pro- 
gram develops we will give more details, 

Recommended reading for divers 
written by two Dolphins, Barbara & Rick 
Carrier, “DIVE” now out at your local 
book stores. The best we have seen in 
a long while. Chester Dobrowski topped 
off this season with an unusual catch near 
a public beach. He dove into a large 
school of fish that were chasing smaller 
ones, but could not definitely identify 
the 18” one he speared. The Museum 
of Natural History pinned it down to a 
Northern Barracuda, which grows as 
large and as unpredictable as the south- 
ern variety. This is the first time to our 
knowledge one was caught this far north. 
News of this will no doubt thin the ranks 
of NY skin divers. 

Our club has its own monthly publi- 
cation and we would like to exchange 
this paper with other clubs that have 
similar ones. P. O. Box 165 Flushing 
N. Y. => 





AT LAST - 





A GUN THAT'S PRICED RIGHT. 





SPECIAL! 


A new-type chemical 


REEF 
RAIDER 


complete, ready to use; 
attractively packaged 


~ 
eel 








REEF RAIDER + 216 W. 46th STREET + HIALEAH, FLORIDA 


lubricant for both the 
exterior and_ interior 
of all underwater guns 
(other equipmen 

too) that completely 
Protects against the 


Tried, tested, and proven by the spear fisher- 
men of Florida, the REEF RAIDER has be- 
come an over-night favorite with the ‘pro- 
fessional’ and novice alike. Here’s a spear 
gun that incorporates more PLUS features for 
the money than can be found in any other 


model . . . non-skid trigger — surgical rubber sling ecttons of cones 
— positive safety lock —— adjustable tension — de- and olectrolyels. 
tachable spear head — two cocking positions — 

aluminum and stainless steel construction — nylon 


line——two accurate sights...completely assembled. 


ORDER DIRECT — shipped prepaid __ send check, 
cash or money order — no COD’s please. 


$1.00 


will get you a year’s 
supply —order NOW! 
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me... 
NS COAST OF MAINE NEPTUNES - - ' -- a, ee 
tore Mas ened in 
By Don Lamont Skin Div er S a Hawthorne elit 
Toff man F F ' 
Our best spearfishing months have 
d Newfheen July and August when several featuring the 
ner has striped bass, all over 20 pounds, were 
ini our bagged by we a : : , i E ‘ p o i | | T Wet and Dry 
i€a ures We are also happy to relate that there E Suits 
found fare Tautog in the Nubble Light, York, ee 
SC we f\Maine, area. The fish are not abundant . : — . 
to (Ks aut Gt aes Ga ame Me A Complete Line of Rentals and Suit Kits 
| S fety Bspooky. and hard to shoot. The official All Suits Custom Fitted to You 
heart. Bcub record for Tautog is a 12% pounder SALES — RETAIL — REPAIRS 
e »lans Bshot by Bob Foley. Larry Estes shot a 
lany §)5-pounder but unfortunately gave the a & L v % U | T 186 North Hawthorne Blvd. 
1 Clubs, Bfsh away before it could be identified. Hawthorne, California OSb 6-7342 
n coast § In July a bill was passed by the New ee 











2. We Bxampshire Legislature prohibiting the 
CUBA Baking of lobsters by skin diving meth- 
erested Bigds. As far as can be determined, no 
Cliving public hearing was held on this matter, 
ond of Bthe bill having been tacked on as an THE 
e local B amendment to a Fish and Game law, and 


nstrue- oe in the closing hours of the legis- SAMPSON 


safety, re session. As many of our members 





TAKE ACTION 
PICTURES 








ive ex Bae from New Hampshire, we are en- PROFESSIONAL with the SAMPSON 

a ine .— a ve UNDERWATER Gun and Safety 

> pr ill, but it is going to be a long harc 

letails. J ght. Any attached or unattached divers CAMERA BOXES Powerhead mount- 

divers in the New Hampshire area are invited Designed for the Bell & ed on camera box, 

& Rick | to contact the club by writing P. O. Box Howell 16 & 35 MM with built-in light- 
ocal @ 87, Kittery Point, Maine, stating their 100° roll cameras and sioaitis 

sen in g Views on this matter. Elgeet’s 3-D system. : 

opped A strange species of fish appeared off BELL G HOWELL cameras available with UW cases 


h near § the Maine Coast in July and three of 1604 Newport Blvd. 


urge | them (each over 25 pounds) were speared SAMPSON MACHINE Works Costa Mesa, Calif. 


maller @ by our members. The local fishermen 
entify | informed us that they were “catfish. Write for prices and information 
“ — These fish have a row of interlocking 














iseum 
on teeth about the same size, strength and 
ss general appearance of a dog’s fangs. Be- 
—_ hind these teeth there is a crusher plate 


a ringed with a row of smaller teeth. The PESCASPORT 


after part of the fish is shaped much like 


north. # a cusk or eel. The digestive tract of the (Italian Spearfishing Magazine) 

ranks ff fsh culminates in a large orifice in the Guo Yess Sehentetieen — 95.00 ‘eustav Repepeereative, 
fish’s midsection. One of the fish actually Manuscripts and iommaaaatin foe ten c/o Skin Diver Magazine 

oubli- § attacked after being speared through the U. S. and Caneda welcomed. Rik gh | 





vange § head. Fortunately he was in a stunned 
have | condition and the diver was able to hold 
shing § it off with the muzzle end of his Arbalete 
until he got to shore. The fishermen in- 
































form us that this fish has not made an 
appearance in Maine waters for the last UNDERWATER MOVIE FILM 
five years and all agree that it is capable FOR SALE—Over 20,000 feet of underwater color movie film taken in Florida, Gulf of 
— of breaking an oar in two with its pow- Mexico, Caribbean and California. Action and beautiful underwater scenery in both 16 
f l jaws T - | ; and 35 mm. Specializing in underwater movies to advertise water sports equipment and 
erful jaws. Upon cutting open the stom- skin diving. 100 foot color and black and white reels of some of our best footage. Send 
achs of the fish speared, it was found for catalogue on underwater movie cases. 
that these predators feed mainly on lob- MOVIES UNDER WATER, FISHER AND MATHISON 
; sters. We notified the Sea and Shore 3515 East First Street, Long Beach 3, California 
2 Fisheries Department of Maine as to 
. this fact and were asked to send the 
stomach of the next one we speared to 
he the Department. Although a few of them 
were sighted after this, we were unable 
to spear any more and after August, none RECOMPRESSION CHAMBER 
of these so-called “catfish” have been ‘ ’ 
sighted, -= Scientific Underwater Research Enterprises 
1740 Westridge Rd. Los Angeles 49, Calif. 
MOVING??? Phone — GR. 2-3253 
For diver and equipment up to 500 feet in depth 
i! Send both your new and former address f be ° : » : ° 
Completely equipped including trailer for easy transfer fer diane sau coe 
, 
when changing your subscription. | Write for complete information and literature to 500 feet in depth 
—— 
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Bulletin Board 


Wivan 


RATE: Personal notices accepted only. No 
Commercials. 10c per word. Payment must 
accompany copy before closing date, first of 
month. 





DO YOU HAVE AN AIR PROBLEM? Own a 
high pressure air compressor. Fill diving cylin- 
ders to 2200 Ib. or more in less than 4 min- 
utes. Rugged, reliable Ingersoll-Rand equip- 
ment sold at lowest prices by a diver to others 
interested in this fascinating sport. Complete 
tested instructions furnished enabling anyone 
to set up and operate a safe, fast refill plant. 
Write for details. Thomas J. Doolin, P.O. Box 
181, Key West, Florida. 


JOIN BAHAMA CRUISE—80-ft. schooner 
sails from Miami to Bimini, Berry Islands, 
Nassau, etc. for 10 wonderful days. Sail, 
spearfish, treasure hunt, in the world’s clear- 
est waters. $100.00 covers expenses. Write 
P.O. Box 1051, Miami Beach 39, Florida. 


FOR SALE—6 unit motel, office, manager's 
quarters, retail diving store doing year ‘round 
business, with nation-wide reputation. Will 
sell on terms. Write Box 227, Marathon, 
Florida. 


SURPLUS CORNELIUS filter tanks and mois- 
ture separator made for surplus Cornelius 
Compressor. 234 x 12 inches—$6.00 from 
Amerman Divers Supply, 7307 S.E. 76th, 
Portland, Oregon. 


ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO THE SKIN 
DIVER—FREE. We want interesting pictures 
of divers in EDCO suits for use in our ad or 
for other publicity. One full year’s subscrip- 
tion to SKIN DIVER will be sent for each pic- 
ture accepted. All unused pictures will be re- 
turned promptly to senders. EDCO, 305 
American Trust Co. Bldg., Berkeley 4, Calif. 


CUSTOM SUI TS—Made to your measure- 
ments. Two piece suit with rolling ring, heavy 
gauge, salt water proof rubber, dry type 
(really dry). At our prices there’s no reason 
to freeze. Full suits with neck, wrist, waist 
and ankle seals of soft rubber, only $34.50. 
Sherty Suits $28.50. Prices include tax and 
prepaid postage. Write today for information, 
or for quick delivery before the winter rush. 
Send check or money order to: SEA-SUIT 
COMPANY, 7846 Century Bivd., Paramount, 
California. Measurements needed are neck, 
arm length, wrist, bicep, chest, waist, hips, 
thigh and ankle. Also shoulder, waist and 
erctch to flocr. 


SUIT YOURSELF 


RUBBER SUIT KITS 


SUIT YOURSELF AND SAVE $ $ 
HEAVY DUTY RUBBER 
DRY TYPE—HOOD—MOLDED BOOTS 


pros nod $2495 TWO-PIECE 


Write for free brochure 


SUIT YOURSELF 
BOX 3423, DEPT. 5 
LONG BEACH 3, CALIF. 
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EFFECTIVE JANUARY, 1956 
This column will run only personal no- 
tices. Commercial ads will not be accepted. 








LEARN DIVING for pleasure or profit. Lung 
—Shallow water—Deep sea. The only Deep 
Sea Diving Training School now available for 
civilians in U. S. Learn a specialized field of 
training. 13 weeks course. Adventure, pleas- 
ure, exceptional earnings. Write for informa- 
tion: Al Mikalow, Director, Coastal School of 
Diving, 8111 McArthur Blvd., Oakland, Cali- 
fornia. 

WANTED—Standard U. S. N. Mark V hel- 
met, dress, hose and belt, etc. Also, Brown 
back entry dress. Must be in good condition. 
Call or write: Nick Chapman, 3064 Madison 
Ave., San Diego 16, Calif. Phone AT 1-0414. 


FOR SALE—Four air onan 32” a. x 
22” length including new Nageldinger high 
pressure valves. Each cylinder tested to 2800 
pounds 4-54. Also, two demand regulators 
and fittings. Best offer. Bob Nielsen, 13 Put- 
nam Ave., Nixon, N, J. 


DOUBLE TANKS—plus teint Lung regulator 
gauge and Cressi spring gun—$200.00. Gar- 
field 9-3123—Long Beach, Calif. 


FOR SALE—Brand new 1955 model DivAir 
regulator $59.00, 3 sets, slightly used Ron- 
dine Gigante fins $9.95, Seal Suit, medium, 
full length $22.00, mask-hood $4.50. Mas- 
ter Divers, J. R. Hacklander, RFD No. 1, 
Janesville, Wisconsin. 


ROLLEIFLEX UNDERWATER HOUSING, 
used, good condition. Constructed entirely of 
3" plexiglas. Controls for film wind, shutter 
release and focus. Cover of SKIN DIVER, 
Sept. 1954 was taken with this unit. Case has 
internal weights installed and is ready to go. 
Only $59.95 F.O.B. Miami. Guaranteed for 
30 days. Jerry Greenberg, 1560 Placentia, 
Coral Gables 34, Florida. 


MORE FOR YOUR MONEY! Yes, you will get 
more information, more adventure, more 
thrills for less money in ““A Guide To Skin 
Diving And Underwater Spearfishing” by 
Jones. The FIRST and still the FINEST guide- 
book to the underwater sport. A PERFECT 
GIFT! Only $1.95 at leading sporting goods 
stores or bookstores or order direct from— 
Universal Sales Co., 1085 Peach PI., Concord, 
Calif. 


LIKE NEW, French Aqua-Lung Triple Tank 
Block in Special Box, tanks made of duralum- 
inum lighter weight than American equiva- 
lent with 50% greater air capacity. Price 
$225.00 F.0.B. Chatham. Complete with new 
DX Aqua-Lung Regulator. Price $285.00 
F.0.B. Chatham. LEWIS MARINE & SAL- 
VAGE CO. Main St., Chatham, Mass. 


LEICA UNDERWATER HOUSING, used, solid 
bronze casting. Precision machined to close 
tolerances. This case was constructed by Bill 
Salmi, famous California camera technician 
and was described in detail in Pete Stack- 
pole’s underwater article in Leica manual. 
Case will accommodate Leica Standard (not 
1-F) and 35mm. Elmar or 28mm. Hektor or 
Serenar. Controls on case are wind and shut- 
ter release. A real steal at $59.95, F.O.B. 
Miami. Guaranteed for 30 days. Jerry Green- 
berg, 1560 Placentia, Coral Gables 34, Fla. 


AQUA-FUN DIVING SUITS mean, “Dryness, 
Comfort, High-Quality”. Custom tailored, full 
length, front entry, boots and hood included, 
the best rubber only — $30.00 — KITS 
$19.00. Satisfaction guaranteed! Write: 
Aqua-Fun, P.O. Box 633, Delano, California. 











ARGUS C-3 UNDERWATER CASE, 
Seahawk unit. Heavy duty, 3” plexi 
Controls on case include film wind and. log 
plus shutter release and cock. Neoprene "{ 
ring controls. Only two of these units 
A buy at $39.95 F.0.B. Miami. 30 day g 
antee. SEAHAWK PRODUCTS, 1560 
contia, Coral Gables 34, Florida. 









FOR SALE—Good small Ate, 2 piece, § 
patches, waist seal rubber suit. U. S. Dive, 
make. $20.00. Keith Baker, 9123 Cona 

Detwele, Mich. 





FOR SALE—38 ¢ cal. |. Thunderhead, powerhe; 
in perfect condition, $20.00 and/or 2 “By. 
racuda” spear shaft. Contact Dave Molthe, 
3531 Cudahy St., Huntington Park, Calify. 
nia or call LU 8- 5643. 





“SKIN DIVER” MATERIAL NEEDED 

COMPRESSED AIR STATIONS—Due 
the many requests from the readership ha 
magazine is going to list all of the Com. 
pressed Air Stations in the nation as soon x 
they are gathered and compiled. This info. 
mation must come from the stations and from 
the divers. We would like for you to send y 
a postcard, mention COMPRESSED AIR m 
the face, giving the name of the company 
or store, the address, the type of compressor, 
the hours they are open and the price charged 
for the various sized tanks. The list will be 
utilized by Scuba divers throughout the coun. 
try and in some cases will enable them t 
more thoroughly plan their vacation and div. 
ing trips. Also it will be helpful in our office 
in answering the multitude of letters we re. 
ceive regarding ‘Where can | get some air?’ 
Write to us, we are waiting for your card. 
Compressed Air, THE SKIN DIVER MAGA. 
ZINE, P.O. Box 128, Lynwood, California. 


















































VACATION AND TRAVEL—Do you hav 
a favorite underwater vacation spot. Early 
next year SKIN DIVER plans a “Vacation 
TRAVEL” issue which will be devoted to 
subject. To have a complete and thorou 
coverage of the best and most conveni 
locations we need proper directions, price: 
pictures, fish that can be expected, other 
game, air stations, distances, etc. We cant 
all go to the far flung ‘’Paradise’’ for divers 
but we would like to try your favorite next 
year. Tell your underwater fellowship about 
it here, in the pages of your magazine. 


SPECIAL — Misc. equipment. Cressi Tor- 
pedine, $25. New Barracuda CO* gun, never 
in water, $45. Cressi Cernia, $20. Aqua-Lung 
regulator and two tanks, $75. Spearfisher- 
man “Shortie”’ suit, excellent condition, $20. 
R. Vanfleet, 7615 Happy St., Box 152, 
Hollydale, Calif. Phone ME. 3-1272. 





SEA TOGS SUIT KITS 


These kits are made from the highest 
quality materials that are available. 
2 PLY GUM RUBBER SUIT KITS 


No. 1005 Long Suit, Hood & Boots. $28.95 
1006 Long Suit, with Boots, no Hood $24.95 


FOAM NEOPRENE SUIT KITS 
No. 1008 Long Suit, 2 Piece with Hood ty [ 
1009 Swim Shirt Short Sleeves $19 


Zippers pre-installed in Foam Suits. 


State—Weight, Height, and Waist measure- 
ments with order. Free material sample anc list 
of other KITS available. 
* Dealer inquiries invited. 


LOMPOC SPORT 
DIVERS 


P. O. Box 1191 
Lompoc, Calif. 







































’ seller “The Silent World’) and Emile Gagnan, world’s foremost. ‘v 
Ae - physicist, has again made the impossible . . . possible! : 
, The new DX “Aqua Lung” is activated by AIR VELOCITY... 
resulting in effortless ZERO BREATHING... 
‘ t:-* (application of the law of Venturt ~ 
é ... addi. pat. pending.) a 
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Used and Approved by the U.S. Navy 


The romance of skin diving and the mysteries of the deep can now 
be yours. It is proven 100% safe. 


“AQUA LUNG” Scuba is now the standard of the world. You have 
seen it used exclusively in such motion pictures as “Underwater” and 
“20,000 Leagues Under The Sea.” 

Send For These Booklets Today! 


ONAL. [emor-We NROlemalltrsicelilne Mel Minl-Mlchitime halle Msc) lull eiea te lee) 
Lungs”, Frogman Suits, Masks, Spearguns, folate Melaa-tttela(-t3 .15 each. 


“SELF-CONTAINED DIVING” handbook explaining diving proce- 


dures and underwater safety measures now only .25 each. 


U. S. DIVERS CORP. DEPT. SK @ 11201 W. PICO BLVD. @ LOS ANGELES 64 @ CALIFORNIA 
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SAFETY COMFORT DISTINCTION CONVENIENCE 
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